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Introduction:

The
Crossroads25
Survey

The Crossroads?25 survey on attitudes to Jews, Israel, and antisemitism was conducted between 5 and 25
August 2025 by YouGoy, an international public opinion and data analytics company. YouGov is one of the polling
organisations in Australia that has signed up to the Australian Polling Council transparency and quality standards.

The survey was commissioned by The Jewish Independent, and the survey instrument was developed by Emeritus

Prof. Andrew Markus.

The survey was administered online to members of YouGov's research panel comprising 71,000+ individuals who
have agreed to take part in surveys. Emails are sent to panellists selected at random from the base sample. The
e-mail invites them to take part in a survey and provides a generic survey link. Once a panel member clicks on the link
they are sent to the survey that they are most required for, according to the sample definition and quotas. Invitations
to surveys don't expire and respondents can be sent to any available survey. The responding sample is weighted to
the profile of the sample definition to provide a representative reporting sample.

Panel members are recruited from various sources, including advertising and partnerships with different websites.
When people join, their demographic information is recorded.

The reliability of the YouGov sampling was demonstrated during the 2025 federal election campaign, when YouGov
was the most accurate pollster, providing the equal-most accurate projections of the national two-party preferred
vote and by far the most accurate electorate-level projections.

YouGov projected a two-party preferred 53%-47% in Labor's favor, which proved to be the joint-most accurate
among pollsters, with the actual result of 55%-45%. No seat model other than YouGov's MRP anticipated a landslide

for Labor, although Labor still outperformed their projections.

Crossroads?25

The Crossroads25 survey obtained a sample of 2,270,
including a sample boost of 802 respondents aged
18-30. Participation was limited to Australians eligible to
vote.

The effective sample size after weighting was 1,367 The
margin of error associated with the effective sample size
is +2.65.

The conduct of the survey was Australian Polling
Council compliant. The survey instrument, including
indication of randomisation of response options, is
provided at the end of this document.
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Data Weighting

After survey completion, data was statistically weighted
to the national profile of all adults aged 18+, including
people without internet access. The weighting method
used was rim weighting, which is a statistical technique
that adjusts the weight of each respondent's answers so
the sample more closely aligns with known population
demographics.

The Crossroads25 survey employed quotas and
weighting using the following variables:

Age, Gender, Education, Australian Electoral
Commission region, household income, 2025 Federal
Election vote and 2023 Voice Referendum vote. Those
who selected Other as an option in gender were
included but left unweighted.
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Survey instrument / Questionnaire

The survey instrument comprised 25 substantive
questions; it included 12 questions that comprise
the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS), which
was devised by Dr Daniel Allington of King's College
London, Dr David Hirsh of Goldsmiths and Louise
Katz of the University of Derby, in conjunction with
the UK charity Campaign Against Antisemitism. The
research behind the Generalised Antisemitism Scale
has been peer reviewed.' In developing the Generalised
Antisemitism Scale, the researchers were guided by
the International Definition of Antisemitism.

The scale is designed to capture two dimensions of
antisemitism, specifically:

e Classical antisemitic stereotypes, for example
beliefs about Jewish power, money, or loyalty and
instrumentalization of the Holocaust

e Israel-related statements that go beyond
legitimate criticism of Israeli policy

The survey instrument also included a set of questions,
partially overlapping with the GeAS, modelled on the
work of Professor Robert Brym of the University of
Toronto.? This first report of Crossroads25 is based

on the GeAS, with a second report on the wider set of
question to be released at a later time.

To track changes in antisemitic attitudes and views of
Israel over time, Crossroads25 included 10 questions
that were used in the Crossroads?21 survey?, including
six classical antisemitism stereotypes. Questions
also considered change in the level of interest in

the Middle East and Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
shifts in sympathies during the conflict. The sample
was designed to be of sufficient size to allow for
disaggregation by a range of demographic and
attitudinal variables, including gender, age, current
educational participation, educational attainment,
residence in a capital city or other region, and political
alignment.

In the following discussion, attention is limited to the
variables of gender, age, region, and political alignment.
Ongoing data analysis and publication of findings is
planned.

T Allington, D. (2019). “The politics of antisemitism: Analysis of survey findings". Campaign Against Antisemitism. King's College, London.
2 Brym, Robert (2025). "Canadian Attitudes towards Jews and Muslims 2025". Canadian Jewish Studies / Etudes Juives Canadiennes , 40, 34-62

3 Markus, Andrew 2021, “Crossroads?21: Australian attitudes to Israel and the Jewish people”, Plus61J Media. The survey was completed by 3,459
respondents and was fielded by the Social Research Centre on its probability-based Life in Australia™ panel.
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https://antisemitism.org/definition/

Crossroads21:

Survey
Instrument

Q1

In your understanding, what proportion of the
Australian population is Jewish?

Please select the option that best applies
Ask all eligible voters Single select, reverse

O O O O O

Less than Between
1% 1% - 2%

Between
10% - 14%

Between
4% - 10%

Between
2% - 4%

Q2

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statements about Jewish Australians?

O O O

More than Don't know Prefer not
14% (Fixed) to say
(Fixed)

Please select the option that best applies

Ask all eligible voters Columns; single select;
reverse scale 1-6

Rows; randomise order Strongly agree  Agree Ns:tgii;?g?éie
1. Jewish people are just as loyal to Australia as O O O
other Australian people
2. Jewish people can be trusted just as much O O O
as other Australian people in business
3. lamjust as open to having Jewish friends as O O O

| am to having friends from other sections of
Australian society

4. Jewish people should be admired for their
resilience in the face of adversity

O
O
O

5. Jewish people should be admired for their
achievements despite discrimination against
them

O
O
O

6. Compared to other groups, Jewish people
have too much power in the media

7. Jewish people talk about the Holocaust just
to further their political agenda

8. Australian Jewish people chase money more
than other Australian people

9. Jewish people consider themselves to be
better than other Australian people

10. Jewish people are largely to blame for the
economic troubles of the world

O O O O O
O O O O O
O O O O O
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Disagree Strongly Don't Prefer not
disagree know to say
(Fixed) (Fixed)

O O O O
O O O O

o O
o O
o O
o O

O O O O O
O O O O O
O O O O O
O O O O O
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Q3

Thinking about the conflict involving Israel, how interested are Please select the option that best applies
you in the Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? Ask all eligible voters Single select,
reverse 1-4

O O O O O O

Very Somewhat A little bit Not at all Don't know Prefer not
Interested interested interested interested (Fixed) to say
(Fixed)

Q4

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the Please select the option that best applies

following statements about Israel? Ask all eligible voters Columns; single select;
reverse scale 1-6

Rows; randomise order Strongly agree  Agree Neither agree  Disagree Strongly Don't Prefer not
or disagree disagree know to say
(Fixed) (Fixed)

1. Israelis the only democratic country in the
Middle East

O
O

O

O

O O O

2. lam comfortable spending time with people
who openly support Israel

3. lsrael has aright to exist as a homeland for
the Jewish people

4, lsraelis right to defend itself against those
who want to destroy it

5. The Australian government should not
impose sanctions on Israel

6. Israel can get away with anything because
its supporters control the media

7. lIsrael and its supporters are a bad influence
on our democracy

8. Israel treats the Palestinians like the Nazis
treated the Jews

9. Israelis an apartheid state

10. The Israelis are more responsible than the
Palestinians are for the past three years of
violence in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza

o0 O O O O O O O
o0 O O O O O O O
o0 O O O O O O O
o0 O O O O O O O
o0 O O O O O O O
o0 O O O O O O O
o0 O O O O O O O

Q5

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your Please select the option that best applies
sympathies mainly lie with? Ask all eligible voters Single select,
reverse 1-4
O O O O O
Israelis Palestinians Equally with Don't know Prefer not
both (Fixed) to say
(Fixed) (Fixed)
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Q6

Regarding your views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,

has it changed, if at all, over the past five years?

Please select the option that best applies
Ask all eligible voters Single select;
rotate 1,4 and 2,5

O

My views have
not changed

(Fixed)

Q7

O

| was supportive
of Israelis and
that support has
increased

(Rotate with 4)

O

| was supportive
of Israelis and
that support has
decreased

(Rotate with 5)

O

| was supportive
of Palestinians

and that support
has increased

It has been reported that Hamas killed around 1,200
Israelis in the attacks on 7th October 2023. From what
you have seen or heard, do you think these reports are...

O O O

| was supportive Don't know Prefer not
of Palestinians (Fixed) to say

and that support (Fixed)
has decreased

Please select the option that best applies

Ask all eligible voters Single select;
reverse

O

Broadly true

Q8

O

Broadly untrue

Which of the following best describes your financial
circumstances today

O O

Not sure Prefer not
(Fixed) to say
(Fixed)

Please select the option that best applies

Ask all eligible voters Single select;
reverse

O

Poor

O

Struggling to
pay bills
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O

O O O

Just getting Living Living very Prosperous
along reasonably comfortably
comfortably
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Crossroads25:

The balance
of opinion

Overview

The impact of antisemitism on Jewish life in Australia has
been profound, leading to questioning in some circles of
whether there is a future for Jews in the country.

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry in its annual
monitoring documented 2,062 antisemitic incidents
between October 2023 and September 2024, an
increase of more than 300% from the previous twelve-
month period, when 495 incidents were recorded.

Incidents included physical assault; verbal abuse on
streets; firebombing and arson attacks, including the
destruction of a prominent synagogue; death threats
and harassment; vandalism; graffiti with Nazi symbols
and hate slogans on buildings, including Jewish
schools, on parked cars, on Jewish homes, with graffiti
such as "Gas the Jews" and Jew die"; targeting of
small businesses; doxing of Jewish creatives; weekly
public demonstrations. In October 2025, a billboard

in Melbourne was daubed with the message “Glory to
Hamas" and there was graffiti stating “Oct 7, Do it Again”.

On many university campuses antisemitism surged
after 7 October 2023, with widespread harassment,
exclusion, and safety concerns. Experiences of
students and staff collected in 2024 by the Australian
Academic Alliance Against Antisemitism found that
67% of the 548 respondents personally experienced
antisemitic comments, 43% felt ignored or excluded,
39% experienced insult or harassment on social media;
45% of students said they reduced class attendance;
and only a minority (37% of Jewish students and 36%
of Jewish staff) felt safe on campus. It was held that

the level of discrimination faced by Jewish students
would not be tolerated by the university administration if
directed at any other group.

The Online Hate Prevention Institute monitored the

toxic social media environment, documenting the
normalisation of antisemitism. It found that only about
20% of antisemitic content was removed by moderators,
while “traditional antisemitism” — such as conspiracy
theories, racial slurs, and Holocaust denial — continued
to make up a substantial proportion of the observed
hate speech. The level of antisemitism peaked between
November 2023 and January 2024, and after decline
rose again in late 2025, with antisemitism at record or
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near-record levels on various social media platforms in
October 2025.

The key question addressed in this report is

whether this level of antisemitic activity reflects a
shift in public opinion? Is there evidence of growing
acceptance of antisemitic tropes? Has the depiction

of Israel as an illegitimate colonial enterprise resonated
within the mainstream? What has been the impact of
the Israel-Hamas war on mainstream opinion, and within
segments of the population?

Crossroads25 provides for
nuanced understanding

Stereotypical antisemitic attitudes continue to be
held only by a small minority within the general
population, no larger than the findings obtained by

the earlier Crossroads21 survey conducted in 2021.

For example, in response to the statement that Jewish
people are just as loyal to Australia as other Australian
people’, 3% ‘strongly disagree’ and 7% ‘disagree€’, a total
10%.

With regard to the right of Israel to exist as a homeland
for the Jewish people, just 6% disagree; similarly, Israel's
right to defend itself, asked in general terms, is denied by
a small minority, just 7% of respondents.

But when the current conflict is considered, the
proposition that “Israel treats the Palestinians like

the Nazis treated the Jews", a statement lacking
understanding of Nazi policy, finds that more are in
agreement than disagreement: 33% agree, a smaller
proportion of 22% disagree, although the largest
proportion (43%) are uncertain ("neither agree nor
disagree” or "don't know").

Underlying these broad findings is the extent of
polarisation. Analysis by age and political alignment
finds a much higher level of negative opinion within
some segments of the population, while in other
population segments there is increased support for Israel.
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The Generalised Antisemitism
Scale

The focus for this analysis is the questions that comprise
the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS), devised by
Dr Daniel Allington of King's College London, Dr David
Hirsh of Goldsmiths and Louise Katz of the University

of Derby, in conjunction with the UK charity Campaign
Against Antisemitism.

The GeAS scale comprises six questions related to

Judeophobic antisemitism and six related to anti-Zionism.

Judeophobic questions

The six Judeophobic questions concern openness to
friendship with a Jewish person, trust, loyalty to Australia,
weaponization of the Holocaust, media power, and
pursuit of wealth.

An average 11.7% indicate agreement with negative
statements, in the range 3%-18%. The findings are on
a par or lower than results obtained in the Crossroads21
survey. The survey does not find an increased level of
negative response.

Thus, the one question relating to personal behaviour,
openness to friendship, finds that 83% agree and 3%
disagree with the statement that “l am just as open to
having Jewish friends as | am to having friends from
other sections of Australian society”, with a further 13%
indicating “neither agree nor disagree” or “don’'t know",

Just 8% disagree with the statement that ‘Jewish people

can be trusted just as much as other Australian people in

business”; 10% disagree that ‘Jewish people are just as
loyal to Australia as other Australian people”.

There is a higher level of agreement with some other
statements, but still by a small minority, less than 20%.
Thus, 14% agree that Jewish people talk about the
Holocaust just to further their political agenda’, 17%
agree that “"compared to other groups, Jewish people
have too much power in the media,’ and 18% agree that
"Australian Jewish people chase money more than other
Australian people”.
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FIGURE 1.1: NEGATIVE RESPONSE, JUDEOPHOBIC

Open to Jewish friends

o)
Disagree 3%
Trust in business
0,
Disagree 8%
Loyalty to Australia
e 10%

Disagree

Talk about Holocaust for political gain

0
Agree 14%
Too much media power 0
Agree 17%
Chase mone
Y 18%

Agree
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Anti-Zionist questions

There are six statements in the GeAS scale relating

to Israel: its right to exist as a homeland for the Jewish
people, to defend itself, the attitude to those who
support Israel, the impact of Israel and its supporters on
Australia's democracy, on the media, and treatment of
Palestinians. Two findings are highlighted in the following
discussion.

First, the large proportion of respondents provide a
noncommittal or “don’t know" response; for four of the
six questions, they comprise 40% or more. This level is
close to the proportion at 45% who when asked “How
interested are you in the Middle East and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?” indicated “not at all interested”
(21%) or "a little bit interested"” (24%), compared to those
who indicated “somewhat interested” (27%) or "very
interested” (22%).

Second, negative response is higher than for the six
Judeophobic statements; it averages 16.7% (compared
to 11.7%). It is in the range 6%-7% for two questions,
16%-20% for three questions, and at 33% for the sixth
question.

Only a small minority (6%-7%) “strongly disagree”
or “disagree” with Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish
homeland and with the right of Israel to defend
itself. The years of conflict has not led to widespread
delegitimisation of Israel, but it has led to more
uncertainty, indicated by those providing a non-
committal response.

Negative response in the range 16%-20% is obtained
for the statement that "I am comfortable spending time
with defenders of Israel”, for the impact of Israel and

its supporters on Australia’s democracy, and for their
supposed control of the Australian media.

Only for one question, directly concerned with the
treatment of Palestinians, do more respondents
agree than disagree: 33% agree that “Israel treats
the Palestinians like Nazis treated the Jews”, 22%
disagree, but by far the largest proportion, 45%, are
noncommittal.
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TABLE 1.1: ANTI-ZIONIST QUESTIONS

AGREE DISAGREE NEITHER AGREE
NOR DISAGREE,
PREFER NOT TO
SAY, DON'T KNOW
Israel has aright to exist as a 60% 6% 34%
homeland for the Jewish people
Israel is right to defend itself against 63% 7% 29%
those who want to destroy it
| am comfortable spending time with 41% 16% 40%
people who openly support Israel
Israel can get away with anything 18% 34% 48%
because its supporters control the
media
Israel and its supporters are a bad 20% 30% 49%
influence on our democracy
Israel treats the Palestinians like the 33% 22% 45%,

Nazis treated the Jews

FIGURE 1.2: NEGATIVE RESPONSE, ANTI-ZIONIST QUESTIONS

Right to exist
0,
Disagree 6%

Right to defend
[*)
Disagree 7%

Comfortable with supporters of Israel
Disagree

16%

Bad influence

Agree 200/0

Media control
0,
Agree 18 /0

Like the Nazis treated the Jews

Agree 33%

In addition to these findings on the overall distribution of
attitudes, the extent of variation within segments of the
population is an important consideration. For a number
of questions, substantial variation is a feature of findings
when responses are analysed by age and political
alignment, particularly those questions related to Israel.
There findings will be discussed in a separate report.
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What do Australians
know about the
Middle East and the
war In Gaza?

Knowledge

An important finding for interpreting Australian opinion
on the Middle East and the Israel-Hamas war is lack of
interest and knowledge — and uncertainty. This aspect
of survey findings rarely attracts attention, indeed in
some reporting the proportion responding “don’t know"
is simply excluded from calculations and tables.

In the Crossroads25 survey the lack of a substantive
response is captured by three response options: the
mid-point option in a five-point scale, indicated by
the “neither agree nor disagree”; the option to select
“prefer not to say”; and the “don’'t know" option.

Attention to the proportion indicating “don't know"
provides important information about the extent of
uncertainty or lack of knowledge sufficient to form
an opinion; it may also indicate disengagement. The
“neither agree nor disagree” response can signal a
middle or neutral position: the respondent may be
genuinely ambivalent, seeing merit on both sides, or
more simply it may indicate confusion or indecision.
Without attention to these responses, the balance
of opinion in a society may be misrepresented
and opinion made to appear more definite

than it is, creating a false sense of certainty.

7 October

Central to the understanding of the Hamas-Israel war
are the attacks launched from Gaza on 7 October
2023. Crossroads25 informed respondents that “it has
been reported that Hamas killed around 1,200 Israelis
in the attacks on 7th October 2023. From what you
have seen or heard, do you think these reports are .."
Four response options were provided: “broadly true”,

Ul

"broadly untrue”, “prefer not to say”, and “don’t know".

Less than half of the respondents — 48% —
considered that the reports were “broadly true”, 44%
that they were “not sure”, 3% preferred not to respond,
and a small proportion of 5% opted for denial, indicating
“broadly untrue”.
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TABLE 2.1:

“It has been reported that Hamas killed around 1,200
Israelis in the attacks on 7th October 2023. From
what you have seen or heard, do you think these
reports are ...?"

RESPONSE PERCENTAGE

Broadly true 48%
Broadly untrue 5%
Prefer not to say 3%
Not sure 44%

While only a very small proportion (5%) indicated that
the reports were “broadly untrue”’, the proportion is
substantially higher within some sub-groups, particularly
those aged 18-24, the slightly older GenZ age group

(up to age 28 in 2025), and the overlapping grouping

of current university students, where more than double
the national average at 12%-13% considered that

the report of casualties was “broadly untrue”. The
proportion is also relatively high among Greens voters
at 9%.

TABLE 2.2:

"It has been reported that Hamas killed around 1,200
Israelis in the attacks on 7th October 2023. From what
you have seen or heard, do you think these reports are
..." Response: broadly untrue by sub-group.

SUB-GROUP BROADLY UNTRUE
Age 18-24 12%
Current university 13%
GenZ 12%
Greens voters 9%
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Connections

The impact of belief in, or denial of, the reports of 7
October were considered by undertaking correlation
with views of the conflict. The findings point to the reality
that for many, news is filtered by understanding of the
world, which may also influence their choice of news
media.

Among those who viewed the report of 7 October as
"broadly true”, 80% agreed with Israel’s right to defend
itself, among those who were unsure of the reports, a
smaller 47% agreed with Israel's right of defence, and
among those who viewed the account as “broadly
untrue”, only 31% agreed with the right of defence.

A similar pattern is evident in the response to other
statements related to the conflict.

Among those who viewed the reports of 7 October

as “"broadly true”, a small minority of 25% agreed with
the statement that “Israelis are more responsible than
the Palestinians for the past three years of violence

in the West Bank and Gaza", 23% of the "not sure”
respondents, markedly different from the 72% of those
who viewed the reports as “broadly untrue”.

With regard to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews’, among
those who view the report of 7 October as “broadly
untrue”, 75% agree Israelis behave like Nazis,
compared with 30% in the “not sure” group and 34%
who accept the report of the killings as “broadly true”.

A second finding from the correlations is that those
who are unsure of the reliability of the reports are also
unsure in higher proportion in response to statements
concerning the conflict.

TABLE 2.3:

“Israel is right to defend itself against those who want
to destroy it ... “ crosstabulated with response to the
question “It has been reported that Hamas killed
around 1,200 Israelis in the attacks on 7th October
2023. From what you have seen or heard, do you think
these reports are ..."

Israel is right to defend itself REPORTS OF 1,200 ISRAELI CASUALTIES

against those who want to

destroy it

RESPONSE BROADLY TRUE  BROADLY UNTRUE NOT SURE
Strongly agree/ agree 80% 31% 47%
Strongly disagree/ disagree 6% 37% 8%
Neither agree nor/ disagree 1% 29% 26%
Don't know 2% 2% 17%
Prefer not to say 1% 2% 2%
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TABLE 2.4:

“The Israelis are more responsible than the
Palestinians are for the past three years of violence in
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza" crosstabulated with
response to the question “It has been reported that
Hamas killed around 1,200 Israelis in the attacks on
7th October 2023. From what you have seen or heard,
do you think these reports are ..."

The Israelis are more
responsible that the
Palestinians are for the past
three years of violence ...

REPORTS OF 1,200 ISRAELI CASUALTIES

BROADLY TRUE = BROADLY UNTRUE NOT SURE
Strongly agree/ agree 25% 72% 23%
Strongly disagree/ disagree 39% 12% 9%
Neither agree nor/ disagree 23% 12% 28%
Don't know 12% 3% 38%
Prefer not to say 1% 1% 2%

TABLE 2.5:

"“Israel treats the Palestinians like the Nazis treated the
Jews" crosstabulated with response to the question
“It has been reported that Hamas killed around 1,200
Israelis in the attacks on 7th October 2023. From what
you have seen or heard, do you think these reports
are.."

Israel treats Palestinians like REPORTS OF 1,200 ISRAELI CASUALTIES

the Nazis treated the Jews

RESPONSE BROADLY TRUE BROADLY UNTRUE NOT SURE
Strongly agree/ agree 34% 75% 30%
Strongly disagree/ disagree 36% 8% 8%
Neither agree nor/ disagree 19% 13% 25%
Don't know 9% 3% 35%
Prefer not to say 1% 1% 2%
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Views of Israel

With regard to statements concerning Israel, eight TABLE 2.7:
statements were considered, with a finding that an “How interested are you in the Middle East and the
average 47% of respondents (in the range 29% - Israeli-Palestinian conflict?”
62%) selected one of the non-substantive response
options, with almost identical proportions selecting RESPONSE PERCENTAGE
“neither agree nor disagree” (23.8%) or “don't know” Not interested at all 21%
(21.4%).
Alittle bit interested 24%
The highest uncertain response at 62% was obtained in
response to the statement that “... Israel is an apartheid Somewhatinterested 27%
state”, with 60% uncertain in response to the statement Very interested 290},
that “Israel is the only democratic country in the Middle
East” Don't know 4%,
Prefer not to say 29,

In response to the statement that “Israelis are more
responsible than the Palestinians are for the past three
years of violence in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza", 51%
were uncertain.

TABLE 2.6:

Statements concerning Israel, non-
committal or “don’t know" response.

NEITHER AGREE PREFERNOT DONT TOTAL

NORDISAGREE TO SAY KNOW
.. Israel has aright to exist as a o o o o
homeland for the Jewish people 19% 2% 13% 34%
Israel is right to defend itself
against those who want to 19% 2% 8% 29%
destroy it
.. Israel treats the Palestinians like 200, 20, 21% 45%

the Nazis treated the Jews

.. Israel can get away with

anything because its supporters 25% 2% 21%  48%
control the media

.. Israel and its supporters are a

0 0 0 0
bad influence on our democracy 29% 2% 18%  49%
... Israelis are more responsible
than the Palestinians are for the o o o o
past three years of violence in 25% 3% 23%  51%
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza
Israel is the only democratic o o o o
country in the Middle East 24% 2% 34% 60%
.. Israel is an apartheid state 27% 2% 33% 62%

AVERAGE 23.8% 2.1% 21.4% 47.3%

These findings are consistent with those obtained for
other questions concerned with interest in the Middle
East and Israel.

Asked for their level of interest in the Middle East and
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 21% indicated that they were
“not at all interested”, a further 24% "a little bit interested”,
a total of 45%.

As this is a personal question (“how interested are you")
there is no requirement for knowledge, hence very few
(6%) respond "don't know" or “prefer not to say".
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Australia's Jewish population

Further indication of the extent of knowledge on which
attitudes are based or rationalised is provided by
response to a question that asked “What proportion of
the Australian population is Jewish?"

Respondents were given six options, ranging from “less
than 1%" to “more than 14%"; they could avoid selecting
an answer by responding “prefer not to say” or “don't
know",

When allowance is made for random responses,
the indication is that there is almost no precise
understanding of the size of the Australian Jewish
population.

Among respondent, 44% simply indicated “don't know”,
again in the range 40%-50% who consistently indicate
lack of knowledge or uncertainty in response to a
number of questions.

Among those who indicated one of the substantive
response options, respondents were as likely to indicate
10% or more (which is at least 25 times greater than the
actual proportion) than the correct range of “less than
1%" ..", actually 0.4%.

TABLE 2.8:

“In your understanding, what proportion of the
Australian population is Jewish?”

RESPONSE PERCENTAGE

Less than 1% 9%,
Between 1% and 2% 10%
Between 2% and 4% 14%,
Between 4% and 10% 11%
Between 10% and 14% 8%
More than 14% 4%
Prefer not to say 0%
Don't know 44%

With reference to questions about Jewish Australians

or Jews in general, as distinct from questions about
Israel, there was a lower level of uncertainty. This was
particularly evident in response to a question that asked
about the respondent's own openness to having Jewish
friends; just 13% indicated a neutral or “don’'t know"
response, 86% a substantive response (83% "agree”,
3% "disagree”).

But general statements that asked for knowledge of
Jewish behaviour and influence also obtained a high
level of uncertainty.
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Thus 46% indicated a non-committal response when
presented with the statement “Compared to other
groups, Jewish people have too much power in the
media” and 49% in response to "Australian Jewish
people chase money more than others”.
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Analysis of Australian
opinion by gender,
geography, political
differences, and age

Disaggregation of survey findings by subgroup provides
insight into the variability of attitudes across the
population. In the following discussion, four variables are
considered: gender, geography, political differences,
and age. The variables that obtained the largest
differentiation were age and political alignment, as
indicated in Table 1.

TABLE 3.1: ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF, NEGATIVE
RESPONSE BY SELECTED VARIABLES

VARIABLES ISRAEL IS RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF
AGAINST THOSE WHO WANT TO
DESTROY IT - DISAGREE
NATIONAL SAMPLE: 7%
GENDER: Men 5%*
Women 9%
AGES: 18-24 22%*
25-30 16%*
31-44 10%
45-54 3%
55-64 4%
65+ 4%
VOTE: Greens 20%*
Labor 8%
Independent 5%
Coallition 3%*
PHON 5%
REGION: Inner metropolitan 9%
Outer metropolitan 7%
Provincial 8%
Rural 4%,

* The difference from the national benchmark is statistically significant at p < 0.05

Gender
Three aspects differentiate the responses of men and
women.

First, a higher proportion of women indicate lack of
knowledge in response to contextual questions and
questions related to Israel.
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Women overestimate the Jewish population by a
substantial margin: 8% of men and 15% of women
consider that more than one in ten (+10%) of the
Australian population is Jewish; only 12% of men and
6% of women are close to the actual proportion by
indicating that less than 1% of the population is Jewish;
37% of men and 50% of women respond that they do
not know the proportion of the Australian population that
is Jewish.

For the fourteen questions in the survey referencing
Israel, there is a substantial difference between men and
women in the “don’t know" response: an average 14% of
men and almost double that proportion (27%) of women
indicate that they have lack knowledge to answer.

For example, in response to the statement that “Israel is
the only democratic country in the Middle East”, 25% of
men and 42% of women indicated “don't know”.

Secondly, fewer women than men indicate agreement
with prejudicial statements about Jewish people.
Thus:

e Jewish people are largely to blame for the
economic troubles of the world"
— agree, 11% men, 4% women

e Jewish people talk about the Holocaust to further
their political agenda”
— agree, 17% men, 10% women

e ‘Jewish people consider themselves to be better
than other Australian people”
—agree, 19% men, 12% women

e "Compared to other groups, Jewish people have too
much power in the media”
— agree, 20% men, 13% women

Third, with regard to Israel, women are less positive in
response to some questions. Thus:

e “lam comfortable spending time with people who
openly support Israel”
— agree, 47% men, 34% women

e ‘Israel has aright to exist as a homeland for the
Jewish people”
— agree, 66% men, 55% women

e ‘lsraelis right to defend itself against those who
want to destroy it"
— agree, 73% men, 54% women
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With regard to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews", there is
no statistically significant difference in response, with
agreement indicated by 34% men and 31% women.

Region

Four geographic regions were compared: inner
metropolitan, outer metropolitan, provincial, and rural.

The highest level of agreement with Judeophobic
statements were obtained in the inner metropolitan
area, an average negative at 15%, substantially

higher than the other three regions, which averaged

in the range 9%-11%. For example, in response to the
statement "compared to other groups, Jewish people
have too much power in the media”, 23% of respondents
indicated agreement in the inner metropolitan area, a
lower 13%-15% in the other three regions.

The same pattern of differentiation was obtained in
response to questions in the anti-Zionist scale. The
average level of agreement with negative statements
was 20.7% in the inner metropolitan region, in the
range 14.5%-15.8% in the other three regions. Thus,
for the statement “Israel treats the Palestinians like the
Nazis treated the Jews", agreement was at 39% inner
metropolitan, in the range 29%-31% in the other three
regions.

Analysis was also undertaken for the east coast capital
cities, where the sample was sufficiently large to enable
reliable analysis (achieved sample for Sydney was 442,
Melbourne 422, and Brisbane 221). With regard to the
anti-Zionist scale, the negative response averaged
21.5% in Melbourne, 19.3% in Sydney, and a lower
15.8% in Brisbane. The difference between Melbourne
and Sydney is within a narrow range, although negative
views in Melbourne are marginally higher; for example,
13% of respondents in Melbourne, compared with 7%
in Sydney, disagreed that "Israel is right to defend itself
against those who want to destroy it". In response to the
statement “The Israelis are more responsible than the
Palestinians are for the past three years of violence in
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza", agreement was at 34%
in Melbourne, 26% in Sydney, and 23% in Brisbane.
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TABLE 3.2: JUDEOPHOBIC SCALE (SIX QUESTIONS), AVERAGE
PROPORTION IN AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW BY REGION

INNER OUTER PROVINCIAL RURAL
METRO  METRO
| am just as open to having Jewish 4% 4% 3% 1%
friends as | am to having friends from
other sections of Australian society
— disagree
Jewish people can be trusted justas ~ 10% 7% 7% 6%
much as other Australian people in
business — disagree
Jewish people talk about the 17% 12% 12% 13%
Holocaust just to further their political
agenda — agree
Jewish people are just as loyal to 14% 10% 7% Q%
Australia as other Australian people
— disagree
Compared to other groups, Jewish 23% 15% 15% 13%
people have too much power in the
media — agree
Australian Jewish people chase 22% 18% 16% 14%,
money more than other Australian
people — agree
AVERAGE 15.0% 11.0% 10.0% 9.3%

TABLE 3.3: ANTI-ZIONIST SCALE (SIX QUESTIONS), AVERAGE
PROPORTION IN AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW OF ISRAEL
BY REGION

INNER OUTER PROVI- RURAL SYD MEL BRI
METRO METRO NCIAL

Israelhasaright 9% 5% 7% 2% 9% 8% 6%

toexistas a
homeland for the
Jewish people

— disagree

Israel is right 9% 7% 8% 4% 7% 13% 8%
to defend itself

against those who
want to destroy it
— disagree

lamcomfortable  20% 15% 14% 14% 19% 23% 14%
spending time with

people who openly

support Israel

— disagree

Israel and its 24% 21% 14% 20% 23% 25% 18%
supporters are a

bad influence on

our democracy

- agree

Israel can get 23% 17% 15% 16% 21% 21% 19%
away with anything

because its

supporters control

the media — agree

Israel treats the 39% 30% 29% 31% 37% 39% 30%
Palestinians like the

Nazis treated the

Jews — agree

AVERAGE 20.7% 15.8% 14.5% 14.5% 19.3% 21.5% 15.8%
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Political Differences

YouGov, the agency that administered the survey,
collects a range of indicators on the voting history

and current political alignment of its panel members.
The indicated vote of respondent in the 2025 federal
election was used in the following analysis, which found
substantial difference among the supporters of the main
political parties.

The average level of negative response was calculated
for the six questions that form the Judeophobic scale
and the six questions that form the anti-Zionist scale,
cross-tabulated with indicated vote.

Variance from the highest to lowest average score on
the Judeophobic scale is close to ten percentage points
(Greens 7.8%, Pauline Hanson's One Nation 17.3%); on
the anti-Zionist scale it is twice that level, over twenty
percentage points (Greens 29.8%, Coalition 9.5%).

Greens voters indicated the lowest level of agreement
with negative statements on the Judeophobic

scale, but the highest level on the anti-Zionist scale,
respectively average 7.8% and 29.8%.

Coalition voters obtained the second lowest
average agreement with prejudicial statements on the
Judeophobic scale and the lowest level on the anti-
Zionist scale, respectively 8.7% and 9.5%.

One Nation voters averaged the highest score on the
Judeophobic scale, but second lowest on the anti-
Zionist scale, respectively 17.3% and 12%.

Independent voters were at or marginally below the
national average for the two scales (10.2% and 16.7%),
while Labor voters were marginally above the national
average on the two scales (13.0% and 20.2%).

TABLE 3.4: JUDEOPHOBIC AND ANTI-ZIONIST SCALES (SIX
QUESTIONS RESPECTIVELY), AVERAGE PROPORTION IN
AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW OF BY POLITICAL ALIGNMENT

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE
Judeophobic scale 12.5%  7.8%  13%  10.2% 8.7% 17.3%
Anti-Zionistscale  16.7%  29.8% 20.2% 16.7% 9.5% 12.0%

In terms of specific questions, the pattern shown in the
averaging of questions is illustrated by response to the
statement that “Israel has a right to exist as a homeland
for the Jewish people”, which finds agreement ranging
from 71% Coalition voters, 56% Labor, and 43% Greens.
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TABLE 3.5: “TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE
WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT ISRAEL? ISRAEL HAS
A RIGHT TO EXIST AS A HOMELAND FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE."

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE

Strongly agree 22% 11% 13% 14% 34%  28%
Agree 38% 32% 43% 50% 37%  26%
Neither agree nor - 19% 21% 23% 17% 18%  18%

disagree

Disagree 3% 7% 3% 3% 1% 3%
Strongly disagree 3% 7% 3% 2% 2% 3%
Prefernottosay 2% 5% 2% 6% 2% 1%
Don't know 13% 17% 13% 8% 1%  21%

With regard to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews", overall level
of agreement was at 33%, but there was significant
variation. Agreement with the statement was at 52%

for Greens voters, 42% Labor, 37% Independent, 20%
Coalition, and 17% One Nation.

Disagreement with the statement was indicated by only
7% Greens voters, 12% Labor, 15% Independent, 33%
One Nation, and 38% Coalition. A large proportion

of respondents to this question indicated “neither
agree nor disagree”, “prefer not to say” or “don’t know”,
consistently in the range 41%-50%. It was at 41% for
Greens, 42% Coalition, 46% Labor, 48% Independent,

and 50% One Nation.

TABLE 3.6: TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH
THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT ISRAEL? ISRAEL TREATS
THE PALESTINIANS LIKE THE NAZIS TREATED THE JEWS”

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE
Strongly agree 13% 28%  16%  19% 5% 3%
Agree 20% 24% 26%  18% 15%  14%

Neither agree nor ~ 22%, 19% 22% 21% 20% 27%
disagree

Disagree 9% 4% 8% 10% 12%  13%
Strongly disagree  13% 3% 4% 5% 26% 20%
Prefernottosay 29, 5% 2% 7% 2% 1%

Don't know 21% 17% 22% 20% 20% 22%
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With regard to the direct question "who do your Age
sympathies mainly lie with?", Greens voters stand out;
only 25% responded “equally with both and by a ratio of When analysed by age, the lowest level of agreement

more than 10:1(49% to 4%) indicated greater sympathy with negative statements on the Judeophobic scale

for Palestinians. Labor favoured Palestinians 27% to 7%, was among those over the age of 55, the highest level

Independent voters 23% to 8%, while the proportions among those aged 31-44; the average was at 15%

were reversed in favour of Israelis for Coalition (31%, 8%)  among those age 31-44, 9.3% among those aged 55-

and One Nation (26% to 6%). 64, and 8.8% among those age 65 or more. Among
those aged 18-24 the average was 12.5%, among those

TABLE 3.7: "REGARDING THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT, aged 25-30, 13.2%.

WHO DO YOU SYMPATHIES MAINLY LIFE WITH?"
While the proportions are low, , it is a concern that

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON among those aged 18-24, 17% are willing to agree with
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION . . . # . ”
SAMPLE conspiratorial generalisations, such that ‘Jewish people
Equally withboth 389 25%  40%  39%  38%  39% “talk about the Holocaust just to further their political
agenda” and 20% agree that ‘Jewish people” have too
Palestinians 20% 49%  27% 23% 8% 6% g o 9 - peop
much power in the media”.
Israelis 16% 4% 7% 8% 31%  26%

TABLE 3.8: JUDEOPHOBIC SCALE (SIX QUESTIONS), AVERAGE
PROPORTION IN AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW BY AGE

GROUP
FIGURE 3.1: “ISRAEL HAS A RIGHT TO EXIST AS HOMELAND FOR
THE JEWISH PEOPLE" - DISAGREE BY VOTE on oo aran ases seen 6ee
lamjustasopento 4% 6% 6% 3% 1% 1%
Greens 14%, having Jewish friends

as | am to having
friends from other
sections of Australian

Labor 6% S—ogii:at\g/; ree
Jewish people 8% 9% 12% 7% 5% 4%
can be trusted just

Independent 5% as much as other

Australian people in
business - disagree

Coalition 3% Jewish people talk  17% 17% 16% 14% 12% 11%
about the Holocaust

just to further their
political agenda

- agree
PHON 6% ¢

Jewish people 11% 12% 15% 11% 10% 6%
are just as loyal to

Australia as other

Australian people

- disagree

FIGURE 3.2: "ISRAEL TREATS THE PALESTINIANS LIKE THE NAZIS
TREATED THE JEWS" - AGREE BY VOTE Comparedtoother  20%  18%  21%  16%  13%  13%
groups, Jewish

people have too

much power in the

Greens .
media - agree
0,
52% Australian Jewish — 15%  17%  20% 19%  15%  18%
people chase money
Labor 42% more than other
Australian people -
agree
Independent 37% AVERAGE 125% 13.2% 15%  11.7% 9.3% 8.8%
Different levels of interest and knowledge by age
Coalition 20% L . .
group was indicated in response to the question “how
interested are you in the Middle East and the Israeli-
PHON 17% Palestinian conflict?”, with interest at the highest level

(“very" or “"somewhat”) indicated by those aged 18-24 at
58% and over 65 at 63%.
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TABLE 3.9: "HOW INTERESTED ARE YOU IN THE MIDDLE EAST
AND THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT?” RESPONSE: “VERY
INTERESTED” OR “SOMEWHAT INTERESTED”

NATIONAL 18-24  25-30  31-44  45-54  55-64 65+
SAMPLE
2025 49% 58% 50% 36% 44% 49%  63%

For three questions related to Israel — its right to

exist as a homeland for the Jewish people, its right to
defend itself, and its treatment of the Palestinians —
the highest level of negative response was among
those aged 18-24, differentiated at a level of statistical
significance when compared with the national sample.
These responses were also consistently within two
percentage points of Greens voters.

There is a pattern of lower level of agreement by

age group (for example, disagreement with Israel's

right to exist from 15% to 11% to 9% to 6% to 4% to

2%). However, the low point of agreement with the
proposition that “Israel treats Palestinians like the Nazis
treated the Jews" is at the relatively high and consistent
level in the range 27%-32 % across four age groups (31-
44, 45-54,55-64, 65+) Agreement with the proposition
reaches 54% among those aged 18-24 and is at 43%
among those aged 25-30.

TABLE 3.10: ANTI-ZIONIST SCALE, SELECTED QUESTIONS,
NEGATIVE STATEMENTS

Israel has a right
toexistas a
homeland for the

Israel is right
to defend itself

Israel treats the
Palestinians like

against those who the Nazis treated

Jewish people want to destroy it the Jews
— disagree — disagree — agree
NATIONAL SAMPLE: 6% 7% 33%
AGES:  18-24 15%* 22%* 54%”*
25-30 1% 16%"* 43%”
31-44 9% 10% 32%
45-54 6% 3% 27%
55-64 4% 4% 31%
65+ 2%* 4% 30%
VOTE:  Greens 14%* 20%* 52%*
Labor 6% 8% 42%*
Independent 5%, 5% 37%
Coalition 3%* 3%* 20%*
PHON 6% 5% 17%*

* The difference from the national benchmark is statistically significant at p < 0.05
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In response to the statement that “Israel has a right to
exist as a homeland for the Jewish people”, as noted the
overall proportion indicating disagreement is just 6%,
but it is more than double that proportion at 15% among
those aged 18-24, 11% aged 25-30, compared with 2%
among those aged 65 or above.

FIGURE 3.3: “ISRAEL HAS A RIGHT TO EXIST AS THE HOMELAND
FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE" - DISAGREE BY AGE GROUP

18-24 15%
25-30 11%
31-44 9%

45-54 6%

55-64 4%

65+ 2%

FIGURE 3.4: “ISRAEL TREATS THE PALESTINIANS LIKE THE NAZIS
TREATED THE JEWS” - AGREE BY AGE GROUP

18-24 54%
25-30 43%

31-44 32%

45-54 27%

55-64 31%

65+ 30%
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Spotlight on
strongly held
views

In interpreting survey results, an important consideration
is the extent of strongly held views, indicated by end-
point responses, for example “strongly agree” and
"strongly disagree” in a five-point Likert scale, with the

intermediate points being "agree”, “neither agree nor
disagree” and “disagree”.

Endpoints indicate intensity of opinion: strongly held
views, conviction, emotional engagement. Strongly held
views identify population segments that are more likely
to be motivated to act on their beliefs. This insight is
lost if survey analysis only considers central tendency
by calculating mean scores, or when responses are
aggregated (for example by adding “strongly agree” and
"agree” responses).

Consideration of end-point responses may identify

(a) the extent of consensus, indicated by clustering

of responses at one of the endpoints; (b) polarisation,
through drawing attention to a bimodal pattern in
responses, indicated by similar proportions at both
end-points; (c) the issues that lead to a high proportion
of end-point responses; (d) variability in the population,
indicated by the relative strength of opinion within
population segments.

Discussion

e Within the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS),
the proportion of the population that indicates a
strong opinion, positive or negative, is close to
25%, with the exception of two outlier questions
(open to Jewish friendship, treatment of Palestinians).

e On most issues, a higher proportion of respondents
have strong positive than strong negative views.

e The extent of strong negative opinion is largely
consistent, with outliers excluded, within the range
2%-6% on the Judeophobic scale and 3%-8%
on the anti-Zionist scale; for example, strong
disagreement with Israel's right to exist as a Jewish
homeland is at 3%; the same low proportion strongly
disagree with Israel’s right to defend itself.

e Questions concerning Israel obtain a higher level of
strong negative opinion, but within a narrow range,
with the exception of the proposition that “Israel
treats Palestinians like the Nazis treated the
Jews"; however, the proportion with strong views
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in response to this polarising issue remains close
to one-in-four — 13% strong negative, 13% strong
positive.

The extent of polarisation is further explored

with reference to two population variables, age
group (18-24, compared with 50-64) and political
alignment (Greens, compared with Coalition voters).

With regard to Judeophobic questions, there is a
large measure of consensus in rejection of negative
response; for example, the antisemitic trope that
‘Jewish people talk about the Holocaust just to
further their political agenda’, strong agreement is
indicated by 2% Greens, 3% Coalition, 5% aged 18-
24, 3% aged 50-64.

With regard to fundamental questions concerning
Israel's existence, strong negative opinion is within
a consistently narrow range: thus, strong negative
opinion in response to “Israel’s has a right to exist as
a homeland for the Jewish people” is indicated by
7% Greens voters, 2% Coalition, 8% aged 18-24, 2%
aged 50-64.

The measure of polarisation, and identification of
the polarising issue, is provided in response to
the proposition that “Israel treats Palestinians like
the Nazis treated the Jews" — only 5% of Coallition
voters strongly agree; a higher 10% aged 50-64,
but close to one in four Greens voters (28%) and
those aged 18-24 (25%).
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TABLE 4.1: JUDEOPHOBIC SCALE TABLE 4.3: SELECTED QUESTIONS, GREENS AND COALITION
VOTERS COMPARED
To what extent do you agree or STRONG STRONG PROPORTION WITH
disagree with the following statements  POSITIVE NEGATIVE A STRONG OPINION STRONG POSITIVE STRONG NEGATIVE
about Jewish Australians?
GREENS COALITION | GREENS COALITION
| am just as open to having Jewish 43% 2% 45% ) )
friends as | am to having friends from Strongly ! am,JUSt as open to having 53% 49% 1% 1%
other sections of Australian society agree Jewish friends as | am to
having friends from other
Jewish people can be trusted just as 26% 3% 29% sections of Australian society
mugh as other Australian people in S;rsrr;ge‘y Jewish people talk about the 40% 349% 20 3%
business . X
Holocaust just to further their
Jewish people talk about the Holocaust 27 % 4% 31% political agenda
just to further their political agenda Strongly
. P 9 disagree Compared to other groups, 15% 21% 7% 3%
Jewish people consider themselvesto  18% 4% 22% Jz‘x:ngfﬁgﬁzi\f too much
be better than other Australian people §_tr0ﬂg‘y P
isagree . .
Israel has a right to exist as 9 9 9 9
Compared to other groups, Jewish 15% 6% 21% 2 homeland fgr the Jewish % 34% 7% 2%
eople have too much power in the Strongly
%edii)a P disagree people
Israel is right to defend itself 8% 35% 11% 1%
Australian Jewish people chase money ~ 13% 5% 18% against those who want to
more than other Australian people Strongly destroy it
disagree
| am comfortable spending 7% 28% 18% 3%
i time with people who openly
TABLE 4.2: ANTI-ZIONIST SCALE support Israel
Israel treats the Palestinians 9 9 9 9
To what extent do you agree or STRONG STRONG ~PROPORTION WITH like the Nazis treated the Jews 3% 26% 28% 5%
disagree with the following statements  POSITIVE NEGATIVE A STRONG OPINION
about Israel?
Israel has a right to exist as a homeland ~ 22% 3% 25% TABLE 4.4: SELECTED QUESTIONS, 18-24 AND 50-64
for the Jewish people Strongly AGE GROUPS COMPARED
agree
Israel is right to defend itself against 22% 3% 25% STRONG POSITIVE STRONG NEGATIVE
those who want to destroy it Strongly
agree 18-24 50-64 18-24 50-64
| am comfortable spending time with 17% 7% 24% I am just as open to having 47% 43% 2% 1%
people who openly support Israel Strongly Jewish friends as | am to
agree having friends from other
Israel and its supporters are a bad 15% 8% 23% sections of Australian society
influence on our democracy Strongly )
disagree Jewish people talk about the 33% 27% 5% 3%
Israel can get away with anything 14% 7% 21% Holocaust just to further their
because its supporters control the Strongly political agenda
media disagree
Compared to other groups, 21% 14% 6% 6%
Israel treats the Palestinians like the 13% 13% 26% JeW|sh‘peopIe ha}’e too much
Nazis treated the Jews Strongly powerin the media
disagree
Israel has aright to exist as 17% 21% 8% 2%
a homeland for the Jewish
people
Israel is right to defend itself 14% 24, 9% 2%
against those who want to
destroy it
| am comfortable spending 13% 15% 17% 5%

time with people who openly
support Israel

Israel treats the Palestinians 8% 13% 25% 10%
like the Nazis treated the Jews
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Have Australian
attitudes towards
the Israel-Palestinian
conflict changed?

How, if at all, has the current Israel-Hamas conflict
changed Australian attitudes?

A benchmark for evaluating change is provided by the
2021 Crossroads?21 survey conducted by The Jewish
Independent (previously Plus61J Media).

The six questions that comprise the Judeophobic
component of the Generalised Antisemitism Scale
(GeAS) were included in both Crossroads surveys.
They are:

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statements about Jewish Australians?

1. lam just as open to having Jewish friends as | am
to having friends from other sections of Australian
society

2. Jewish people can be trusted just as much as
other Australian people in business

3. Jewish people talk about the Holocaust just to
further their political agenda

4. Jewish people consider themselves to be better
than other Australian people

5. Compared to other groups, Jewish people have
too much power in the media

6. Australian Jewish people chase money more than
other Australian people

In 2021, a four-point Likert-scale was employed, with

U

the response options “definitely true”, “probably true”,

“probably not true”, “probably not true”, “definitely
not true” (plus “don't know” and “refused”).

In 2025 a five-point Likert-scale was employed,

"on

with the response options “strongly agree”, “agree”,

“neither agree nor disagree”, "disagree”, "strongly
disagree” (plus "don't know" and “prefer not to say”).

The differently worded response options were
included to enable direct comparison with the
survey conducted by the British Campaign Against
Antisemitism, which will be reported later.
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TABLE 5.1: LIKERT SCALES 2021 AND 2025 COMPARED

CROSSROADS21 CROSSROADS25
Definitely true Strongly agree
Probably true Agree

Neither agree nor disagree
Probably not true Disagree
Definitely not true Strongly disagree
Don't know Don't know

Refused Prefer not to say

Comparison of the findings of the two surveys finds

that at the end-point of the Likert scale, indicated by
“definitely true"” and "strongly agree”, little has changed
between 2021 and 2025 — the average indication of
strong negative opinion was 3.8% in 2021, 4.0% in 2025.

The proportion indicating “probably true” or “agree”,

is lower in 2025, 13.5% in 2021, 8.5% in 2025, likely
reflecting the addition of the mid-point response option
("neither agree nor disagree”).

While not definitive because of the change in wording,
these findings do not support an interpretation of a
sharp increase in Judeophobic attitudes.
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TABLE 5.2: JUDEOPHOBIC ATTITUDES

2021 2025

PROBABLY DEFINITELY TOTAL
NOTTRUE NOTTRUE NOTTRUE

DISAGREE STRONGLY TOTAL
DISAGREE  DISAGREE

1. 6% 2% 8% 2% 2% 4%
Opento
Jewish
friends

2. 11% 4% 15% 5% 3% 8%
Trustin
business

PROBABLY DEFINITELY TOTAL AGREE STRONGLY TOTAL
TRUE TRUE TRUE AGREE AGREE

3. 12% 3% 15% 10% 4% 15%
Talk

about the

Holocaust

4 15% 4% 19% 1% 4% 15%

Consider
themselves
better

5. 15% 5% 20% 10% 6% 16%

Power in
the media

6. 22% 5% 27% 13% 5% 18%
Chase

money

AVERAGE  13.5%  3.8% 173%  8.5% 4.0% 12.7%

The Scanlon Foundation social cohesion survey
provides evidence to support the interpretation that
there has been no major increase in negative sentiment
towards Australian Jews.

Since 2010, the annual Scanlon Foundation survey

has asked respondents to indicate their attitude to

faith groups, with Jews included since 2020. Negative
attitude to Jews was at 9% in 2021; this has increased to
13% in 2024 and 15% in 2025, but this minor increase
is consistent with the increase for five of the six faith
groups considered. Thus, negative attitude to Hindus
increased from 10% in 2023 to 14% in 2025, towards
Sikhs from 12% to 16%, and towards Muslims from 27%
to 35%.

A further context for establishing the significance of
the negative attitude to Jews is provided by the finding
that it is marginally lower and close to the level towards
Christians, which was at 13% in 2021, 16% in 2023 and
18% in 2025.4

23
Israeli-Palestinian conflict

Three identically worded questions in the two
Crossroads surveys provide a basis for comparison of
attitudes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in 2021 and
2025. These are the extent of interest in the conflict,
whether views of the conflict have changed, and
indication of sympathy.

Interest

First, there is heightened interest in the conflict,
although almost half the sample in 2025 indicate that
they remain "not at all interested” (21%) or only “a little bit
interested” (24%) — a combined 45%, compared to 66%
on 2021.

TABLE 5.3:

How interested are you in the Middle
East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

RESPONSE 2021 2025
Not interested at all 35% 21%
Alittle bit interested 31% 24%
Somewhat interested 24% 27%
Very interested 8% 22%
Don't know 1% 4%
Refused / Prefer not to say 0% 2%

4 Andrew Markus, Mapping Social Cohesion 2021, p. 62; James O'Donnell et al, Mapping Social Cohesion 2025: Social connections through

troubled times, p. 14
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Changed views

Second, respondents were asked if their views on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict had changed over the last
five years, and the direction of change, if any. The main
finding is that the proportion indicating “my views have
not changed"” is down from 79% to 50%, but those
whose views are unchanged remain by far the largest
segment.

Much of the shift in opinion is in the direction of
uncertainty, rather than identification with Israelis or
Palestinians. Thus, those responding “don't know" or
“prefer not to say” increased from 6% in 2021to 22% in
2025.

The change in support for Israelis and Palestinians is at a
minor level. Indication of increase in support of Israelis is
from 2% to 6%, decrease from 7% to 11%.

Increase in support of Palestinians is from 6% to 10%,
decrease is just 1%.

TABLE 5.4:

Regarding your views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
has it changed, if at all, over the past five years?

RESPONSE 2021 2025
My views have not changed 79% 50%
| was supportive of Israelis and that 2% 6%
support has increased

| was supporting of Israelis and the 7% 1%
support has decreased

| was supportive of Palestinians and that 6% 10%
support has increased

| was supporting of Palestinians and the 1% 1%
support has decreased

Don't know 5% 18%
Refused / Prefer not to say 1% 4%

Sympathies

The question on change of views, while establishing
relative proportions, is missing indication of the views of
the 50% of respondents whose views are unchanged.
This ambiguity is resolved by a following question, which
directly asks: “who do your sympathies mainly lie with?"

The key finding is the decline in the proportion whose
sympathies were “equally with both": down by 24
percentage points, from 62% to 38%.

But consistent with the response to the previous
question, this has not resulted in major increase is
support for either the Israelis or Palestinians, but
increase in uncertainty. In 2021, 9% declined to answer
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or indicated “don't know", in 2025 a much larger 26%
— a shift of 17 percentage points.

In 2021, a higher proportion indicated greater sympathy
for Palestinians (19%) than Israelis (11%), a difference

of 8 percentage points; in 2025, the proportion
indicating greater sympathy for Palestinians was almost
unchanged at 20%, greater sympathy for Israelis was up
by 5 percentage points to 16%.

TABLE 5.5:

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do
your sympathies mainly lie with?

RESPONSE 2021 2025
Israelis 11% 16%
Equally with both 62% 38%
Palestinians 19% 20%
Refused/ Prefer not to say 2% 5%
Don't know 7% 21%

However, when analysed by age group, greater
change between 2021 and 2025 is evident: while the
decline among those responding “equally with both”

is across the age groups, it is highest among those
aged up to 54. Within the younger age group there
has been a substantial increase in sympathy for
Palestinians; among those aged 18-24, 25% “"mainly
sympathised” with Palestinians in 2021, 44% in 2025,
among those aged 25-34, 21% in 2021, 37% in 2025.

In contrast, there is an increase in sympathy with
Israelis in the older age groups; from 12% to 24%
among those aged 65-74 and from 21% to 35% among
those over the age of 75. There was also a small
increase, from 6% to 13%, among those aged 18-24.

FIGURE 5.1:

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your
sympathies mainly lie with? Response: Palestinians.

44%

37%

25%

21%
20% 20% % % .
% . 19% 1%
130/0 120/0 100/
18-24  25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+
2021 2025
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FIGURE 5.2:

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your
sympathies mainly lie with? Response: Israelis.

35%

(v

13%

18-24  25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+
2021 2025

FIGURE 5.3:

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your
sympathies mainly lie with? Response: Equally with both.

65%
oo0s 4% ° 6%  63%

18-24  25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+
2021 2025
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Concluding
Discussion

Since the 7 October attack the impact of antisemitism
on Jewish life in Australia has been profound. The key
question addressed in the analysis of the Crossroads25
survey is whether the level of antisemitic activity reflects
a shift in Australian opinion. Is there evidence of growing
acceptance of antisemitic tropes? Has the depiction

of Israel as an illegitimate colonial enterprise resonated
within the mainstream? What has been the impact of
the Israel-Hamas war on mainstream opinion, and within
segments of the population?

The Crossroads?25 survey included, but was not

limited to, the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS).
The GeAS is a statistically validated questionnaire
developed by British academics to measure antisemitic
attitudes, consistent with the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of
Antisemitism.

The GeAS scale consists of two distinct 6-item scales,
each employing a balance of reverse-coded items:

e Judeophobic Antisemitism scale: Measures
endorsement of traditional or “classic” prejudicial
attitudes toward Jews as a group.

e Anti-Zionist Antisemitism scale: Measures
endorsement of antisemitic attitudes directed at
Israel and its supporters, which reflects attitudes
associated with "new” antisemitism.

The findings obtained by Crossroads25 provide a
nuanced understanding.

Stereotypical antisemitic attitudes continue to be held
by only a small minority, apparently no larger than in
2021 when the Crossroads?21 survey was conducted.

An average 12% agree with six Judeophobic statements.

Among questions in the anti-Zionist scale, a key finding
is that the right of Israel to exist as a homeland for the
Jewish people is denied by just 6% of respondents.
Similarly, Israel's right to defend itself, asked in general
terms, is denied by 7% of respondents.

As is standard in presenting survey results, these
results were obtained by combining two responses on
a Likert scale, as in “strongly disagree” and “disagree”.
A narrower approach, which limits consideration to
strongly held views, identifies population segments that
are more likely to be motivated to act on their beliefs.
This approach finds that, with the exception of one
outlier question, strong views are indicated within the
range 2%-6% on the Judeophobic scale and 3%-8%
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on the anti-Zionist scale. “Strong disagreement” with
Israel's right to exist as a Jewish homeland is at 3%.

However, there are complexities in interpreting the
Crossroads?25 findings. Three issues are considered:

e the extent of disengagement and lack of
knowledge;

e views on Israeli treatment of Palestinians;
e different attitudes within population segments.

First, a finding often ignored in survey reports is

the extent of non-committal response. With eight
statements concerning Israel considered, an average
47% of respondents (in the range 29% - 62%) selected
one of the non-committal response options, “neither

U

agree nor disagree”, “prefer not to say”, and “don't know".

Consistent with this finding is the response to a question
that asked respondents for their level of interest in the
Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: 21%
indicated that they were “not at all interested”, a further
24% "a little bit interested”, a total of 45%.

Second, views on the current conflict obtain markedly
different results to questions related to the legitimacy

of Israel. While few disagree with the right of Israel to
exist as the homeland for Jews and the right of self-
defence, response to the proposition that “Israel treats
the Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews" finds that
while the largest proportion (45%) are non-committal,
more agree than disagree: 33% to 22%.

The willingness to agree with the comparison to Nazi
treatment of Jews — selected by a substantial minority
and by a majority in some population segments — is

a significant finding that should not be overlooked.

The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance
working definition of antisemitism states that “"drawing
comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the
Nazis" is one of the illustrative examples of statements
that may be antisemitic, depending on the context. The
agreement with the Nazi comparison in Crossroads25
was an open choice; respondents also had the option
to disagree, or to indicate “neither disagree nor agree”,
‘don't know" or “prefer not to say”.

Third, underlying these broad findings is the extent of
division within population segments on the issue of
Israeli treatment of Palestinians.

To enable analysis by political alignment, respondents
were categorised by their stated vote in the 2025
federal election. Greens voters indicated the lowest
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level of agreement with negative statements on the six
questions that comprise the Judeophobic scale, but the
highest level on the anti-Zionist scale.

In response to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews", 52% of
Greens voters agree. Asked “regarding the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, who do you sympathies mainly life
with?”, by a ratio of more than 10:1 (49% to 4%), Greens
voters indicated Palestinians, with 25% responding
“equally with both".

A contrast is provided by Coalition voters: 20% are in

agreement with the Nazi comparison, and sympathies
are indicated in favour of Israelis by nearly 4:1, 31% to

8%, with 38% indicating “equally with both.

Indication of division in attitudes is also evident when
responses are disaggregated by age.

Among those aged 18-24, a relatively high level of
interest in the Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflictis indicated: in the national sample, 49%
indicated that they are ‘very interested' and 'somewhat
interested’, among those aged 18-24 it is 58%.

As noted, the proposition that “Israel has a right to

exist as a homeland for the Jewish people” obtains
disagreement at 6% in the national sample, more than
double that proportion at 15% among those aged 18-24
(and 4% aged 55-64).

With regard to the 7 October attack, respondents were
informed that “It has been reported that Hamas killed

around 1,200 Israelis in the attacks on 7th October 2023.

From what you have seen or heard, do you think these
reports are .." "Broadly untrue” was indicated by 5% of
survey respondents, 3% aged 55-64 and 12% aged
18-24.

Agreement with the Nazi comparison is the majority
response at 54% among those aged 18-24, compared
to 31% aged 55-64.

A marked shift in opinion since 2021 is evident in
response to the question that asked for indication of
sympathy. In 2021, among those aged 18-24, 25%
"mainly sympathised” with Palestinians, in 2025 almost
double that proportion at 44%. Among those aged 25-
34, increase in sympathy with Palestinians was from 21%
to 37%.

In contrast, there is an increase in sympathy with Israelis
in the older age groups: from 12% to 24% among those
aged 65-74 and from 21% to 35% among those over the
age of 75.

> Harvard Harris Poll,

8 Campaign Against Antisemitism,
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This age-related response pattern is consistent with
the findings of recent surveys conducted in the United
States and Britain. The American Harvard-Harris Poll
conducted in August 2025 asked: “In the Israel-Hamas
conflict, do you support more Israel or more Hamas?"
Across the population, 74% supported Israel, 26%
Hamas, but among those aged 18-24, 60% supported
Hamas.®

The British Campaign Against Antisemitism survey
conducted by YouGov in September 2025 included
the Nazi comparison question, in identical wording with
Crossroads?25. It found that 45% of the British public
agreed with the comparison, up from 33% in 2024;
among young people, agreement was at 60%.

As Generation Z ages, there is the potential for a
significant shift in the balance of opinion in attitudes

to Israel — and in the political landscape. The survey
findings are also of immediate relevance. The report on
the British survey observed:

“Bearing in mind that the overwhelming maijority of British
Jews identify as Zionists and with the Jewish state,

these attitudes among young Britons have enormous
implications for young Jews on campus, on social media
and starting out in the workplace.®
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https://harvardharrispoll.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/HHP_Aug2025_KeyResults.pdf
https://antisemitism.org/extremism-rife-as-antisemitism-rises-to-highest-levels-on-record/
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