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Concluding
Discussion

Since the 7 October attack the impact of antisemitism
on Jewish life in Australia has been profound. The key
question addressed in the analysis of the Crossroads25
survey is whether the level of antisemitic activity reflects
a shift in Australian opinion. Is there evidence of growing
acceptance of antisemitic tropes? Has the depiction

of Israel as an illegitimate colonial enterprise resonated
within the mainstream? What has been the impact of
the Israel-Hamas war on mainstream opinion, and within
segments of the population?

The Crossroads?25 survey included, but was not

limited to, the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS).
The GeAS is a statistically validated questionnaire
developed by British academics to measure antisemitic
attitudes, consistent with the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of
Antisemitism.

The GeAS scale consists of two distinct 6-item scales,
each employing a balance of reverse-coded items:

e Judeophobic Antisemitism scale: Measures
endorsement of traditional or “classic” prejudicial
attitudes toward Jews as a group.

e Anti-Zionist Antisemitism scale: Measures
endorsement of antisemitic attitudes directed at
Israel and its supporters, which reflects attitudes
associated with "new” antisemitism.

The findings obtained by Crossroads25 provide a
nuanced understanding.

Stereotypical antisemitic attitudes continue to be held
by only a small minority, apparently no larger than in
2021 when the Crossroads?21 survey was conducted.

An average 12% agree with six Judeophobic statements.

Among questions in the anti-Zionist scale, a key finding
is that the right of Israel to exist as a homeland for the
Jewish people is denied by just 6% of respondents.
Similarly, Israel's right to defend itself, asked in general
terms, is denied by 7% of respondents.

As is standard in presenting survey results, these
results were obtained by combining two responses on
a Likert scale, as in “strongly disagree” and “disagree”.
A narrower approach, which limits consideration to
strongly held views, identifies population segments that
are more likely to be motivated to act on their beliefs.
This approach finds that, with the exception of one
outlier question, strong views are indicated within the
range 2%-6% on the Judeophobic scale and 3%-8%
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on the anti-Zionist scale. “Strong disagreement” with
Israel's right to exist as a Jewish homeland is at 3%.

However, there are complexities in interpreting the
Crossroads?25 findings. Three issues are considered:

e the extent of disengagement and lack of
knowledge;

e views on Israeli treatment of Palestinians;
e different attitudes within population segments.

First, a finding often ignored in survey reports is

the extent of non-committal response. With eight
statements concerning Israel considered, an average
47% of respondents (in the range 29% - 62%) selected
one of the non-committal response options, “neither
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agree nor disagree”, “prefer not to say”, and “don't know".

Consistent with this finding is the response to a question
that asked respondents for their level of interest in the
Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: 21%
indicated that they were “not at all interested”, a further
24% "a little bit interested”, a total of 45%.

Second, views on the current conflict obtain markedly
different results to questions related to the legitimacy

of Israel. While few disagree with the right of Israel to
exist as the homeland for Jews and the right of self-
defence, response to the proposition that “Israel treats
the Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews" finds that
while the largest proportion (45%) are non-committal,
more agree than disagree: 33% to 22%.

The willingness to agree with the comparison to Nazi
treatment of Jews — selected by a substantial minority
and by a majority in some population segments — is

a significant finding that should not be overlooked.

The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance
working definition of antisemitism states that “"drawing
comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the
Nazis" is one of the illustrative examples of statements
that may be antisemitic, depending on the context. The
agreement with the Nazi comparison in Crossroads25
was an open choice; respondents also had the option
to disagree, or to indicate “neither disagree nor agree”,
‘don't know" or “prefer not to say”.

Third, underlying these broad findings is the extent of
division within population segments on the issue of
Israeli treatment of Palestinians.

To enable analysis by political alignment, respondents
were categorised by their stated vote in the 2025
federal election. Greens voters indicated the lowest
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level of agreement with negative statements on the six
questions that comprise the Judeophobic scale, but the
highest level on the anti-Zionist scale.

In response to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews", 52% of
Greens voters agree. Asked “regarding the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, who do you sympathies mainly life
with?”, by a ratio of more than 10:1 (49% to 4%), Greens
voters indicated Palestinians, with 25% responding
“equally with both".

A contrast is provided by Coalition voters: 20% are in

agreement with the Nazi comparison, and sympathies
are indicated in favour of Israelis by nearly 4:1, 31% to

8%, with 38% indicating “equally with both.

Indication of division in attitudes is also evident when
responses are disaggregated by age.

Among those aged 18-24, a relatively high level of
interest in the Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflictis indicated: in the national sample, 49%
indicated that they are ‘very interested' and 'somewhat
interested’, among those aged 18-24 it is 58%.

As noted, the proposition that “Israel has a right to

exist as a homeland for the Jewish people” obtains
disagreement at 6% in the national sample, more than
double that proportion at 15% among those aged 18-24
(and 4% aged 55-64).

With regard to the 7 October attack, respondents were
informed that “It has been reported that Hamas killed

around 1,200 Israelis in the attacks on 7th October 2023.

From what you have seen or heard, do you think these
reports are .." "Broadly untrue” was indicated by 5% of
survey respondents, 3% aged 55-64 and 12% aged
18-24.

Agreement with the Nazi comparison is the majority
response at 54% among those aged 18-24, compared
to 31% aged 55-64.

A marked shift in opinion since 2021 is evident in
response to the question that asked for indication of
sympathy. In 2021, among those aged 18-24, 25%
"mainly sympathised” with Palestinians, in 2025 almost
double that proportion at 44%. Among those aged 25-
34, increase in sympathy with Palestinians was from 21%
to 37%.

In contrast, there is an increase in sympathy with Israelis
in the older age groups: from 12% to 24% among those
aged 65-74 and from 21% to 35% among those over the
age of 75.

"Harvard Harris Poll,

2 Campaign Against Antisemitism,
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This age-related response pattern is consistent with
the findings of recent surveys conducted in the United
States and Britain. The American Harvard-Harris Poll
conducted in August 2025 asked: “In the Israel-Hamas
conflict, do you support more Israel or more Hamas?"
Across the population, 74% supported Israel, 26%
Hamas, but among those aged 18-24, 60% supported
Hamas.'

The British Campaign Against Antisemitism survey
conducted by YouGov in September 2025 included
the Nazi comparison question, in identical wording with
Crossroads?25. It found that 45% of the British public
agreed with the comparison, up from 33% in 2024;
among young people, agreement was at 60%.

As Generation Z ages, there is the potential for a
significant shift in the balance of opinion in attitudes

to Israel — and in the political landscape. The survey
findings are also of immediate relevance. The report on
the British survey observed:

“Bearing in mind that the overwhelming maijority of British
Jews identify as Zionists and with the Jewish state,

these attitudes among young Britons have enormous
implications for young Jews on campus, on social media
and starting out in the workplace."
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https://harvardharrispoll.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/HHP_Aug2025_KeyResults.pdf
https://antisemitism.org/extremism-rife-as-antisemitism-rises-to-highest-levels-on-record/

