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Have Australian 
attitudes towards 
the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict changed?
How, if at all, has the current Israel-Hamas conflict 
changed Australian attitudes? 

A benchmark for evaluating change is provided by the 
2021 Crossroads21 survey conducted by The Jewish 
Independent (previously Plus61J Media). 

The six questions that comprise the Judeophobic 
component of the Generalised Antisemitism Scale 
(GeAS) were included in both Crossroads surveys.  
They are:

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the 
following statements about Jewish Australians?

1.	 I am just as open to having Jewish friends as I am 
to having friends from other sections of Australian 
society 

2.	 Jewish people can be trusted just as much as 
other Australian people in business 

3.	 Jewish people talk about the Holocaust just to 
further their political agenda 

4.	 Jewish people consider themselves to be better 
than other Australian people 

5.	 Compared to other groups, Jewish people have 
too much power in the media 

6.	 Australian Jewish people chase money more than 
other Australian people

In 2021, a four-point Likert-scale was employed, with 
the response options “definitely true”, “probably true”, 
“probably not true”, “probably not true”, “definitely 
not true” (plus “don’t know“ and “refused“).

In 2025 a five-point Likert-scale was employed, 
with the response options “strongly agree”, “agree”, 
“neither agree nor disagree”, “disagree”, “strongly 
disagree” (plus “don’t know” and “prefer not to say”).

The differently worded response options were 
included to enable direct comparison with the 
survey conducted by the British Campaign Against 
Antisemitism, which will be reported later.

Comparison of the findings of the two surveys finds 
that at the end-point of the Likert scale, indicated by 
“definitely true” and “strongly agree”, little has changed 
between 2021 and 2025 – the average indication of 
strong negative opinion was 3.8% in 2021, 4.0% in 2025. 

The proportion indicating “probably true” or “agree”, 
is lower in 2025, 13.5% in 2021, 8.5% in 2025, likely 
reflecting the addition of the mid-point response option 
(“neither agree nor disagree”). 

While not definitive because of the change in wording, 
these findings do not support an interpretation of a 
sharp increase in Judeophobic attitudes. 

TABLE 1: LIKERT SCALES 2021 AND 2025 COMPARED

CROSSROADS21 CROSSROADS25

Definitely true Strongly agree

Probably true Agree

- Neither agree nor disagree 

Probably not true Disagree

Definitely not true Strongly disagree

Don’t know Don’t know

Refused Prefer not to say
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TABLE 2: JUDEOPHOBIC ATTITUDES

2021 2025

PROBABLY  
NOT TRUE 

DEFINITELY 
 NOT TRUE

TOTAL 
NOT TRUE

DISAGREE STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

TOTAL  
DISAGREE 

1.  
Open to 
Jewish 
friends

6% 2% 8% 2% 2% 4%

2.    
Trust in 
business

11% 4% 15% 5% 3% 8%

PROBABLY  
TRUE 

DEFINITELY 
TRUE

TOTAL 
TRUE

AGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE 

TOTAL  
AGREE 

3.    
Talk 
about the 
Holocaust

12% 3% 15% 10% 4% 15%

4.    
Consider 
themselves 
better

15% 4% 19% 11% 4% 15%

5.    
Power in 
the media

15% 5% 20% 10% 6% 16%

6.    
Chase 
money

22% 5% 27% 13% 5% 18%

AVERAGE 13.5% 3.8% 17.3% 8.5% 4.0% 12.7%

The Scanlon Foundation social cohesion survey 
provides evidence to support the interpretation that 
there has been no major increase in negative sentiment 
towards Australian Jews.  

Since 2010, the annual Scanlon Foundation survey 
has asked respondents to indicate their attitude to 
faith groups, with Jews included since 2020. Negative 
attitude to Jews was at 9% in 2021; this has increased to 
13% in 2024 and 15% in 2025, but this minor increase 
is consistent with the increase for five of the six faith 
groups considered. Thus, negative attitude to Hindus 
increased from 10% in 2023 to 14% in 2025, towards 
Sikhs from 12% to 16%, and towards Muslims from 27% 
to 35%.

A further context for establishing the significance of 
the negative attitude to Jews is provided by the finding 
that it is marginally lower and close to the level towards 
Christians, which was at 13% in 2021, 16% in 2023 and 
18% in 2025.1

Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

Interest 

Three identically worded questions in the two 
Crossroads surveys provide a basis for comparison of 
attitudes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in 2021 and 
2025. These are the extent of interest in the conflict, 
whether views of the conflict have changed, and 
indication of sympathy.  

First, there is heightened interest in the conflict, 
although almost half the sample in 2025 indicate that 
they remain “not at all interested” (21%) or only “a little bit 
interested” (24%) – a combined 45%, compared to 66% 
on 2021.

TABLE 3:

How interested are you in the Middle 
East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

RESPONSE 2021 2025

Not interested at all 35% 21%

A little bit interested 31% 24%

Somewhat interested 24% 27%

Very interested 8% 22%

Don’t know 1% 4%

Refused / Prefer not to say 0% 2%

1 Andrew Markus, Mapping Social Cohesion 2021, p. 62; James O’Donnell et al, Mapping Social Cohesion 2025: Social connections through 
troubled times, p. 14 
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Changed views 

Sympathies 

Second, respondents were asked if their views on the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict had changed over the last 
five years, and the direction of change, if any. The main 
finding is that the proportion indicating “my views have 
not changed” is down from 79% to 50%, but those 
whose views are unchanged remain by far the largest 
segment. 

Much of the shift in opinion is in the direction of 
uncertainty, rather than identification with Israelis or 
Palestinians. Thus, those responding “don’t know” or 
“prefer not to say” increased from 6% in 2021 to 22% in 
2025. 

The change in support for Israelis and Palestinians is at a 
minor level. Indication of increase in support of Israelis is 
from 2% to 6%, decrease from 7% to 11%. 

Increase in support of Palestinians is from 6% to 10%, 
decrease is just 1%.

The question on change of views, while establishing 
relative proportions, is missing indication of the views of 
the 50% of respondents whose views are unchanged.  
This ambiguity is resolved by a following question, which 
directly asks: “who do your sympathies mainly lie with?”  

The key finding is the decline in the proportion whose 
sympathies were “equally with both”: down by 24 
percentage points, from 62% to 38%. 

But consistent with the response to the previous 
question, this has not resulted in major increase is 
support for either the Israelis or Palestinians, but 
increase in uncertainty. In 2021, 9% declined to answer 

However, when analysed by age group, greater 
change between 2021 and 2025 is evident: while the 
decline among those responding “equally with both” 
is across the age groups, it is highest among those 
aged up to 54. Within the younger age group there 
has been a substantial increase in sympathy for 
Palestinians; among those aged 18-24, 25% “mainly 
sympathised” with Palestinians in 2021, 44% in 2025, 
among those aged 25-34, 21% in 2021, 37% in 2025.  

In contrast, there is an increase in sympathy with 
Israelis in the older age groups; from 12% to 24% 
among those aged 65-74 and from 21% to 35% among 
those over the age of 75. There was also a small 
increase, from 6% to 13%, among those aged 18-24.

TABLE 4:

TABLE 5:

FIGURE 1:

Regarding your views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
has it changed, if at all, over the past five years?

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do 
your sympathies mainly lie with?

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your 
sympathies mainly lie with? Response: Palestinians.

RESPONSE 2021 2025

My views have not changed 79% 50%

I was supportive of Israelis and that 
support has increased 

2% 6%

I was supporting of Israelis and the 
support has decreased 

7% 11%

I was supportive of Palestinians and that 
support has increased 

6% 10%

I was supporting of Palestinians and the 
support has decreased

1% 1%

Don’t know 5% 18%

Refused / Prefer not to say 1% 4%

RESPONSE 2021 2025

Israelis 11% 16%

Equally with both 62% 38%

Palestinians 19% 20%

Refused/ Prefer not to say 2% 5%

Don’t know 7% 21%

or indicated “don’t know”, in 2025 a much larger 26%  
– a shift of 17 percentage points. 

In 2021, a higher proportion indicated greater sympathy 
for Palestinians (19%) than Israelis (11%), a difference 
of 8 percentage points; in 2025, the proportion 
indicating greater sympathy for Palestinians was almost 
unchanged at 20%, greater sympathy for Israelis was up 
by 5 percentage points to 16%.

25%

21% 20%

13%

17%
19% 18%

44%

37%

20% 19%

12%

16%

10%

2021 2025
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+



THE JEWISH INDEPENDENT CROSSROADS25: ATTITUDES OF AUSTRALIANS ON JEWS AND ISRAEL

5
FIGURE 2:

FIGURE 3:

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your 
sympathies mainly lie with? Response: Israelis.

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who do your 
sympathies mainly lie with? Response: Equally with both.

6% 7%
10%

13% 13% 12%

21%

13%

8% 9%

15% 16%

24%

35%

2021 2025
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+

53%

62%
64% 65%

63% 63%

54%

26%
29%

32%

36%

45% 46%

41%

2021 2025
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+


