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Spotlight on
strongly held
views

In interpreting survey results, an important consideration
is the extent of strongly held views, indicated by end-
point responses, for example “strongly agree” and
"strongly disagree” in a five-point Likert scale, with the

intermediate points being "agree”, “neither agree nor
disagree” and “disagree”.

Endpoints indicate intensity of opinion: strongly held
views, conviction, emotional engagement. Strongly held
views identify population segments that are more likely
to be motivated to act on their beliefs. This insight is
lost if survey analysis only considers central tendency
by calculating mean scores, or when responses are
aggregated (for example by adding “strongly agree” and
"agree” responses).

Consideration of end-point responses may identify

(a) the extent of consensus, indicated by clustering

of responses at one of the endpoints; (b) polarisation,
through drawing attention to a bimodal pattern in
responses, indicated by similar proportions at both
end-points; (c) the issues that lead to a high proportion
of end-point responses; (d) variability in the population,
indicated by the relative strength of opinion within
population segments.

Discussion

e Within the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS),
the proportion of the population that indicates a
strong opinion, positive or negative, is close to
25%, with the exception of two outlier questions
(open to Jewish friendship, treatment of Palestinians).

e On most issues, a higher proportion of respondents
have strong positive than strong negative views.

e The extent of strong negative opinion is largely
consistent, with outliers excluded, within the range
2%-6% on the Judeophobic scale and 3%-8%
on the anti-Zionist scale; for example, strong
disagreement with Israel's right to exist as a Jewish
homeland is at 3%; the same low proportion strongly
disagree with Israel’s right to defend itself.

e Questions concerning Israel obtain a higher level of
strong negative opinion, but within a narrow range,
with the exception of the proposition that “Israel
treats Palestinians like the Nazis treated the
Jews"; however, the proportion with strong views
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in response to this polarising issue remains close
to one-in-four — 13% strong negative, 13% strong
positive.

The extent of polarisation is further explored

with reference to two population variables, age
group (18-24, compared with 50-64) and political
alignment (Greens, compared with Coalition voters).

With regard to Judeophobic questions, there is a
large measure of consensus in rejection of negative
response; for example, the antisemitic trope that
‘Jewish people talk about the Holocaust just to
further their political agenda’, strong agreement is
indicated by 2% Greens, 3% Coalition, 5% aged 18-
24, 3% aged 50-64.

With regard to fundamental questions concerning
Israel's existence, strong negative opinion is within
a consistently narrow range: thus, strong negative
opinion in response to “Israel’s has a right to exist as
a homeland for the Jewish people” is indicated by
7% Greens voters, 2% Coalition, 8% aged 18-24, 2%
aged 50-64.

The measure of polarisation, and identification of
the polarising issue, is provided in response to
the proposition that “Israel treats Palestinians like
the Nazis treated the Jews" — only 5% of Coallition
voters strongly agree; a higher 10% aged 50-64,
but close to one in four Greens voters (28%) and
those aged 18-24 (25%).
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TABLE 1: JUDEOPHOBIC SCALE TABLE 3: SELECTED QUESTIONS, GREENS AND COALITION
VOTERS COMPARED
To what extent do you agree or STRONG STRONG PROPORTION WITH
disagree with the following statements  POSITIVE. NEGATIVE A STRONG OPINION STRONG POSITIVE STRONG NEGATIVE
about Jewish Australians?
GREENS COALITION | GREENS COALITION
| am just as open to having Jewish 43% 2% 45% ) )
friends as | am to having friends from Strongly ! am,JUSt as open to having 53% 49% 1% 1%
other sections of Australian society agree Jewish friends as | am to
having friends from other
Jewish people can be trusted just as 26% 3% 29% sections of Australian society
much as other Australian people in Strongl! .
business peop agregey Jewish people talk about the 40% 349, 2%, 3%
Holocaust just to further their
Jewish people talk about the Holocaust 27 % 4% 31% political agenda
just to further their political agenda Strongly
. P 9 disagree Compared to other groups, 15% 21% 7% 3%
Jewish people consider themselvesto  18% 4% 22% Jz‘x:ngfﬁgﬁzi\f too much
be better than other Australian people §_tr0ﬂg‘y p
isagree . .
Israel has a right to exist as 9 9 9 9
ComleaLed totother g;:)ups, .Jelwitshh S] 5%‘ 6% 21% 2 homeland fgr the Jewish 1% 34% 7% 2%
eople have too much power in the rongly
%edii)a P disagree people
Israel is right to defend itself 8% 35% 11% 1%
Australian Jewish people chase money ~ 13% 5% 18% against those who want to
more than other Australian people Strongly destroy it
disagree
| am comfortable spending 7% 28% 18% 3%
i time with people who openly
TABLE 2: ANTI-ZIONIST SCALE support Israel
Israel treats the Palestinians 9 9 9 9
To what extent do you agree or STRONG STRONG ~PROPORTION WITH like the Nazis treated the Jews 3% 26% 28% 5%
disagree with the following statements  POSITIVE NEGATIVE A STRONG OPINION
about Israel?
Israel has a right to exist as a homeland ~ 22% 3% 25% TABLE 4: SELECTED QUESTIONS, 18-24 AND 50-64
for the Jewish people Strongly AGE GROUPS COMPARED
agree
Israel is right to defend itself against 22% 3% 25% STRONG POSITIVE STRONG NEGATIVE
those who want to destroy it Strongly
agree 18-24 50-64 18-24 50-64
| am comfortable spending time with 17% 7% 24% I am just as open to having 47% 43% 2% 1%
people who openly support Israel Strongly Jewish friends as I am to
agree having friends from other
Israel and its supporters are a bad 15% 8% 23% sections of Australian society
influence on our democracy Strongly )
disagree Jewish people talk about the 33% 27% 5% 3%
Israel can get away with anything 14% 7% 21% Holocaust just to further their
because its supporters control the Strongly political agenda
media disagree
Compared to other groups, 21% 14% 6% 6%
Israel treats the Palestinians like the 13% 13% 26% JeW|sh‘peopIe ha}’e too much
Nazis treated the Jews Strongly powerin the media
disagree
Israel has aright to exist as 17% 21% 8% 2%
a homeland for the Jewish
people
Israel is right to defend itself 14% 24, 9% 2%
against those who want to
destroy it
| am comfortable spending 13% 15% 17% 5%

time with people who openly
support Israel

Israel treats the Palestinians 8% 13% 25% 10%
like the Nazis treated the Jews
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