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Analysis of Australian
opinion by gender,
geography, political
differences, and age

Disaggregation of survey findings by subgroup provides
insight into the variability of attitudes across the
population. In the following discussion, four variables are
considered: gender, geography, political differences,
and age. The variables that obtained the largest
differentiation were age and political alignment, as
indicated in Table 1.

TABLE 1: ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF, NEGATIVE
RESPONSE BY SELECTED VARIABLES

VARIABLES ISRAEL IS RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF
AGAINST THOSE WHO WANT TO
DESTROY IT - DISAGREE
NATIONAL SAMPLE: 7%
GENDER: Men 5%*
Women 9%
AGES: 18-24 22%*
25-30 16%*
31-44 10%
45-54 3%
55-64 4%
65+ 4%
VOTE: Greens 20%*
Labor 8%
Independent 5%
Coallition 3%*
PHON 5%
REGION: Inner metropolitan 9%
Outer metropolitan 7%
Provincial 8%
Rural 4%,

* The difference from the national benchmark is statistically significant at p < 0.05

Gender
Three aspects differentiate the responses of men and
women.

First, a higher proportion of women indicate lack of
knowledge in response to contextual questions and
questions related to Israel.
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Women overestimate the Jewish population by a
substantial margin: 8% of men and 15% of women
consider that more than one in ten (+10%) of the
Australian population is Jewish; only 12% of men and
6% of women are close to the actual proportion by
indicating that less than 1% of the population is Jewish;
37% of men and 50% of women respond that they do
not know the proportion of the Australian population that
is Jewish.

For the fourteen questions in the survey referencing
Israel, there is a substantial difference between men and
women in the “don’t know" response: an average 14% of
men and almost double that proportion (27%) of women
indicate that they have lack knowledge to answer.

For example, in response to the statement that “Israel is
the only democratic country in the Middle East”, 25% of
men and 42% of women indicated “don't know”.

Secondly, fewer women than men indicate agreement
with prejudicial statements about Jewish people.
Thus:

e Jewish people are largely to blame for the
economic troubles of the world"
— agree, 11% men, 4% women

e Jewish people talk about the Holocaust to further
their political agenda”
— agree, 17% men, 10% women

e ‘Jewish people consider themselves to be better
than other Australian people”
—agree, 19% men, 12% women

e "Compared to other groups, Jewish people have too
much power in the media”
— agree, 20% men, 13% women

Third, with regard to Israel, women are less positive in
response to some questions. Thus:

e “lam comfortable spending time with people who
openly support Israel”
— agree, 47% men, 34% women

e ‘Israel has aright to exist as a homeland for the
Jewish people”
— agree, 66% men, 55% women

e ‘lsraelis right to defend itself against those who
want to destroy it"
— agree, 73% men, 54% women
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With regard to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews", there is
no statistically significant difference in response, with
agreement indicated by 34% men and 31% women.

Region

Four geographic regions were compared: inner
metropolitan, outer metropolitan, provincial, and rural.

The highest level of agreement with Judeophobic
statements were obtained in the inner metropolitan
area, an average negative at 15%, substantially

higher than the other three regions, which averaged

in the range 9%-11%. For example, in response to the
statement "compared to other groups, Jewish people
have too much power in the media”, 23% of respondents
indicated agreement in the inner metropolitan area, a
lower 13%-15% in the other three regions.

The same pattern of differentiation was obtained in
response to questions in the anti-Zionist scale. The
average level of agreement with negative statements
was 20.7% in the inner metropolitan region, in the
range 14.5%-15.8% in the other three regions. Thus,
for the statement “Israel treats the Palestinians like the
Nazis treated the Jews", agreement was at 39% inner
metropolitan, in the range 29%-31% in the other three
regions.

Analysis was also undertaken for the east coast capital
cities, where the sample was sufficiently large to enable
reliable analysis (achieved sample for Sydney was 442,
Melbourne 422, and Brisbane 221). With regard to the
anti-Zionist scale, the negative response averaged
21.5% in Melbourne, 19.3% in Sydney, and a lower
15.8% in Brisbane. The difference between Melbourne
and Sydney is within a narrow range, although negative
views in Melbourne are marginally higher; for example,
13% of respondents in Melbourne, compared with 7%
in Sydney, disagreed that "Israel is right to defend itself
against those who want to destroy it". In response to the
statement “The Israelis are more responsible than the
Palestinians are for the past three years of violence in
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza", agreement was at 34%
in Melbourne, 26% in Sydney, and 23% in Brisbane.
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TABLE 2: JUDEOPHOBIC SCALE (SIX QUESTIONS), AVERAGE
PROPORTION IN AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW BY REGION

INNER OUTER PROVINCIAL RURAL
METRO  METRO
| am just as open to having Jewish 4% 4% 3% 1%
friends as | am to having friends from
other sections of Australian society
— disagree
Jewish people can be trusted justas ~ 10% 7% 7% 6%
much as other Australian people in
business — disagree
Jewish people talk about the 17% 12% 12% 13%
Holocaust just to further their political
agenda — agree
Jewish people are just as loyal to 14% 10% 7% Q%
Australia as other Australian people
— disagree
Compared to other groups, Jewish 23% 15% 15% 13%
people have too much power in the
media — agree
Australian Jewish people chase 22% 18% 16% 14%,
money more than other Australian
people — agree
AVERAGE 15.0% 11.0% 10.0% 9.3%

TABLE 3: ANTI-ZIONIST SCALE (SIX QUESTIONS), AVERAGE
PROPORTION IN AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW OF ISRAEL
BY REGION

INNER OUTER PROVI- RURAL SYD MEL BRI
METRO METRO NCIAL

Israelhasaright 9% 5% 7% 2% 9% 8% 6%

toexistas a
homeland for the
Jewish people

— disagree

Israel is right 9% 7% 8% 4% 7% 13% 8%
to defend itself

against those who
want to destroy it
— disagree

lamcomfortable  20% 15% 14% 14% 19% 23% 14%
spending time with

people who openly

support Israel

— disagree

Israel and its 24% 21% 14% 20% 23% 25% 18%
supporters are a

bad influence on

our democracy

- agree

Israel can get 23% 17% 15% 16% 21% 21% 19%
away with anything

because its

supporters control

the media — agree

Israel treats the 39% 30% 29% 31% 37% 39% 30%
Palestinians like the

Nazis treated the

Jews — agree

AVERAGE 20.7% 15.8% 14.5% 14.5% 19.3% 21.5% 15.8%
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Political Differences

YouGov, the agency that administered the survey,
collects a range of indicators on the voting history

and current political alignment of its panel members.
The indicated vote of respondent in the 2025 federal
election was used in the following analysis, which found
substantial difference among the supporters of the main
political parties.

The average level of negative response was calculated
for the six questions that form the Judeophobic scale
and the six questions that form the anti-Zionist scale,
cross-tabulated with indicated vote.

Variance from the highest to lowest average score on
the Judeophobic scale is close to ten percentage points
(Greens 7.8%, Pauline Hanson's One Nation 17.3%); on
the anti-Zionist scale it is twice that level, over twenty
percentage points (Greens 29.8%, Coalition 9.5%).

Greens voters indicated the lowest level of agreement
with negative statements on the Judeophobic

scale, but the highest level on the anti-Zionist scale,
respectively average 7.8% and 29.8%.

Coalition voters obtained the second lowest
average agreement with prejudicial statements on the
Judeophobic scale and the lowest level on the anti-
Zionist scale, respectively 8.7% and 9.5%.

One Nation voters averaged the highest score on the
Judeophobic scale, but second lowest on the anti-
Zionist scale, respectively 17.3% and 12%.

Independent voters were at or marginally below the
national average for the two scales (10.2% and 16.7%),
while Labor voters were marginally above the national
average on the two scales (13.0% and 20.2%).

TABLE 4: JUDEOPHOBIC AND ANTI-ZIONIST SCALES (SIX
QUESTIONS RESPECTIVELY), AVERAGE PROPORTION IN
AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW OF BY POLITICAL ALIGNMENT

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE
Judeophobic scale 12.5%  7.8%  13%  10.2% 8.7% 17.3%
Anti-Zionistscale  16.7%  29.8% 20.2% 16.7% 9.5% 12.0%

In terms of specific questions, the pattern shown in the
averaging of questions is illustrated by response to the
statement that “Israel has a right to exist as a homeland
for the Jewish people”, which finds agreement ranging
from 71% Coalition voters, 56% Labor, and 43% Greens.
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TABLE 5: “TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH
THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT ISRAEL? ISRAEL HAS A
RIGHT TO EXIST AS A HOMELAND FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE."

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE

Strongly agree 22% 11% 13% 14% 34%  28%
Agree 38% 32% 43% 50% 37%  26%
Neither agree nor - 19% 21% 23% 17% 18%  18%

disagree

Disagree 3% 7% 3% 3% 1% 3%
Strongly disagree 3% 7% 3% 2% 2% 3%
Prefernottosay 2% 5% 2% 6% 2% 1%
Don't know 13% 17% 13% 8% 1%  21%

With regard to the statement that “Israel treats the
Palestinians like the Nazis treated the Jews", overall level
of agreement was at 33%, but there was significant
variation. Agreement with the statement was at 52%

for Greens voters, 42% Labor, 37% Independent, 20%
Coalition, and 17% One Nation.

Disagreement with the statement was indicated by only
7% Greens voters, 12% Labor, 15% Independent, 33%
One Nation, and 38% Coalition. A large proportion

of respondents to this question indicated “neither
agree nor disagree”, “prefer not to say” or “don’t know”,
consistently in the range 41%-50%. It was at 41% for
Greens, 42% Coalition, 46% Labor, 48% Independent,

and 50% One Nation.

TABLE 6: TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH
THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT ISRAEL? ISRAEL TREATS
THE PALESTINIANS LIKE THE NAZIS TREATED THE JEWS”

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE
Strongly agree 13% 28%  16%  19% 5% 3%
Agree 20% 24% 26%  18% 15%  14%

Neither agree nor ~ 22%, 19% 22% 21% 20% 27%
disagree

Disagree 9% 4% 8% 10% 12%  13%
Strongly disagree  13% 3% 4% 5% 26% 20%
Prefernottosay 29, 5% 2% 7% 2% 1%

Don't know 21% 17% 22% 20% 20% 22%
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With regard to the direct question “who do your
sympathies mainly lie with?", Greens voters stand out;
only 25% responded “equally with both and by a ratio of
more than 10:1(49% to 4%) indicated greater sympathy
for Palestinians. Labor favoured Palestinians 27% to 7%,
Independent voters 23% to 8%, while the proportions
were reversed in favour of Israelis for Coalition (31%, 8%)
and One Nation (26% to 6%).

TABLE 7: "REGARDING THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT, WHO
DO YOU SYMPATHIES MAINLY LIFE WITH?”

2025 GREENS LABOR INDEPE- COAL- PHON
NATIONAL NDENT  ITION
SAMPLE
Equally with both  38% 25%  40%  39%  38% 39%
Palestinians 20% 49%  27%  23% 8% 6%
Israelis 16% 4% 7% 8% 31%  26%

FIGURE 1: "ISRAEL HAS A RIGHT TO EXIST AS HOMELAND FOR
THE JEWISH PEOPLE" - DISAGREE BY VOTE

Greens 14%,
Labor 6%
Independent 5%

Coalition 3%

PHON 6%

FIGURE 2: “ISRAEL TREATS THE PALESTINIANS LIKE THE NAZIS
TREATED THE JEWS" - AGREE BY VOTE

Greens

52%
Labor 42%
Independent 37%
Coalition 20%
PHON 17%
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Age

When analysed by age, the lowest level of agreement
with negative statements on the Judeophobic scale
was among those over the age of 55, the highest level
among those aged 31-44; the average was at 15%
among those age 31-44, 9.3% among those aged 55-
64, and 8.8% among those age 65 or more. Among
those aged 18-24 the average was 12.5%, among those
aged 25-30, 13.2%.

While the proportions are low, , it is a concern that
among those aged 18-24, 17% are willing to agree with
conspiratorial generalisations, such that ‘Jewish people”
“talk about the Holocaust just to further their political
agenda” and 20% agree that ‘Jewish people” have too
much power in the media”.

TABLE 8: JUDEOPHOBIC SCALE (SIX QUESTIONS), AVERAGE
PROPORTION IN AGREEMENT WITH NEGATIVE VIEW BY AGE
GROUP

18-24 25-30 31-44 45-54 55-64 65+

lamjustasopento 4% 6% 6% 3% 1% 1%
having Jewish friends

as | am to having

friends from other

sections of Australian

society

— disagree

Jewish people 8% 9% 12% 7% 5% 4%
can be trusted just

as much as other

Australian people in

business - disagree

Jewishpeopletalk — 17%  17%  16%  14%  12%  11%
about the Holocaust

just to further their

political agenda

- agree

Jewish people 11% 12% 15% 11% 10% 6%
are just as loyal to

Australia as other

Australian people

- disagree

Comparedtoother  20%  18% 21% 16% 13% 13%
groups, Jewish

people have too

much power in the

media - agree

Australian Jewish 15% 17% 20%  19% 15% 18%
people chase money

more than other

Australian people -

agree

AVERAGE

125% 13.2% 15%  11.7% 9.3% 8.8%

Different levels of interest and knowledge by age

group was indicated in response to the question “how
interested are you in the Middle East and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?”, with interest at the highest level
(“very" or “"somewhat”) indicated by those aged 18-24 at
58% and over 65 at 63%.
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TABLE 9: “"HOW INTERESTED ARE YOU IN THE MIDDLE EAST
AND THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT?” RESPONSE: “VERY
INTERESTED” OR “SOMEWHAT INTERESTED”

NATIONAL 18-24  25-30  31-44  45-54  55-64 65+
SAMPLE
2025 49% 58% 50% 36% 44% 49%  63%

For three questions related to Israel — its right to

exist as a homeland for the Jewish people, its right to
defend itself, and its treatment of the Palestinians —
the highest level of negative response was among
those aged 18-24, differentiated at a level of statistical
significance when compared with the national sample.
These responses were also consistently within two
percentage points of Greens voters.

There is a pattern of lower level of agreement by

age group (for example, disagreement with Israel's

right to exist from 15% to 11% to 9% to 6% to 4% to

2%). However, the low point of agreement with the
proposition that “Israel treats Palestinians like the Nazis
treated the Jews" is at the relatively high and consistent
level in the range 27%-32 % across four age groups (31-
44, 45-54,55-64, 65+) Agreement with the proposition
reaches 54% among those aged 18-24 and is at 43%
among those aged 25-30.

TABLE 10: ANTI-ZIONIST SCALE, SELECTED QUESTIONS,
NEGATIVE STATEMENTS

Israel has a right
toexistas a
homeland for the

Israel is right
to defend itself

Israel treats the
Palestinians like

against those who the Nazis treated

Jewish people want to destroy it the Jews
— disagree — disagree — agree
NATIONAL SAMPLE: 6% 7% 33%
AGES:  18-24 15%* 22%* 54%”*
25-30 1% 16%"* 43%”
31-44 9% 10% 32%
45-54 6% 3% 27%
55-64 4% 4% 31%
65+ 2%* 4% 30%
VOTE:  Greens 14%* 20%* 52%*
Labor 6% 8% 42%*
Independent 5%, 5% 37%
Coalition 3%* 3%* 20%*
PHON 6% 5% 17%*

* The difference from the national benchmark is statistically significant at p < 0.05
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In response to the statement that “Israel has a right to
exist as a homeland for the Jewish people”, as noted the
overall proportion indicating disagreement is just 6%,
but it is more than double that proportion at 15% among
those aged 18-24, 11% aged 25-30, compared with 2%
among those aged 65 or above.

FIGURE 3: “ISRAEL HAS A RIGHT TO EXIST AS THE HOMELAND
FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE" - DISAGREE BY AGE GROUP

18-24 15%
25-30 11%
31-44 9%

45-54 6%

55-64 4%

65+ 2%

FIGURE 4: “ISRAEL TREATS THE PALESTINIANS LIKE THE NAZIS
TREATED THE JEWS” - AGREE BY AGE GROUP

18-24 54%
25-30 43%

31-44 32%

45-54 27%

55-64 31%

65+ 30%

CROSSROADS25: ATTITUDES OF AUSTRALIANS ON JEWS AND ISRAEL



