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Crossroads25: 
The balance 
of opinion
Overview 

The impact of antisemitism on Jewish life in Australia has 
been profound, leading to questioning in some circles of 
whether there is a future for Jews in the country. 

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry in its annual 
monitoring documented 2,062 antisemitic incidents 
between October 2023 and September 2024, an 
increase of more than 300% from the previous twelve-
month period, when 495 incidents were recorded. 

Incidents included physical assault; verbal abuse on 
streets; firebombing and arson attacks, including the 
destruction of a prominent synagogue; death threats 
and harassment; vandalism; graffiti with Nazi symbols 
and hate slogans on buildings, including Jewish 
schools, on parked cars, on Jewish homes, with graffiti 
such as “Gas the Jews” and “Jew die”; targeting of 
small businesses; doxing of Jewish creatives; weekly 
public demonstrations. In October 2025, a billboard 
in Melbourne was daubed with the message “Glory to 
Hamas” and there was graffiti stating “Oct 7, Do it Again”.

On many university campuses antisemitism surged 
after 7 October 2023, with widespread harassment, 
exclusion, and safety concerns. Experiences of 
students and staff collected in 2024 by the Australian 
Academic Alliance Against Antisemitism found that 
67% of the 548 respondents personally experienced 
antisemitic comments, 43% felt ignored or excluded, 
39% experienced insult or harassment on social media; 
45% of students said they reduced class attendance; 
and only a minority (37% of Jewish students and 36% 
of Jewish staff) felt safe on campus. It was held that 
the level of discrimination faced by Jewish students 
would not be tolerated by the university administration if 
directed at any other group.

The Online Hate Prevention Institute monitored the 
toxic social media environment, documenting the 
normalisation of antisemitism. It found that only about 
20% of antisemitic content was removed by moderators, 
while “traditional antisemitism” – such as conspiracy 
theories, racial slurs, and Holocaust denial – continued 
to make up a substantial proportion of the observed 
hate speech. The level of antisemitism peaked between 
November 2023 and January 2024, and after decline 
rose again in late 2025, with antisemitism at record or 

Crossroads25 provides for 
nuanced understanding

Stereotypical antisemitic attitudes continue to be 
held only by a small minority within the general 
population, no larger than the findings obtained by 
the earlier Crossroads21 survey conducted in 2021. 
For example, in response to the statement that “Jewish 
people are just as loyal to Australia as other Australian 
people”, 3% ‘strongly disagree’ and 7% ‘disagree’, a total 
10%.  

With regard to the right of Israel to exist as a homeland 
for the Jewish people, just 6% disagree; similarly, Israel’s 
right to defend itself, asked in general terms, is denied by 
a small minority, just 7% of respondents. 

But when the current conflict is considered, the 
proposition that “Israel treats the Palestinians like 
the Nazis treated the Jews”, a statement lacking 
understanding of Nazi policy, finds that more are in 
agreement than disagreement: 33% agree, a smaller 
proportion of 22% disagree, although the largest 
proportion (43%) are uncertain (“neither agree nor 
disagree” or “don’t know”).  

Underlying these broad findings is the extent of 
polarisation. Analysis by age and political alignment 
finds a much higher level of negative opinion within 
some segments of the population, while in other 
population segments there is increased support for Israel.

near-record levels on various social media platforms in 
October 2025. 

The key question addressed in this report is 
whether this level of antisemitic activity reflects a 
shift in public opinion? Is there evidence of growing 
acceptance of antisemitic tropes?  Has the depiction 
of Israel as an illegitimate colonial enterprise resonated 
within the mainstream?  What has been the impact of 
the Israel-Hamas war on mainstream opinion, and within 
segments of the population?
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Judeophobic questions

The six Judeophobic questions concern openness to 
friendship with a Jewish person, trust, loyalty to Australia, 
weaponization of the Holocaust, media power, and 
pursuit of wealth. 

An average 11.7% indicate agreement with negative 
statements, in the range 3%-18%. The findings are on 
a par or lower than results obtained in the Crossroads21 
survey. The survey does not find an increased level of 
negative response. 

Thus, the one question relating to personal behaviour, 
openness to friendship, finds that 83% agree and 3% 
disagree with the statement that “I am just as open to 
having Jewish friends as I am to having friends from 
other sections of Australian society”, with a further 13% 
indicating “neither agree nor disagree” or “don’t know”.  

Just 8% disagree with the statement that “Jewish people 
can be trusted just as much as other Australian people in 
business”; 10% disagree that “Jewish people are just as 
loyal to Australia as other Australian people”.

There is a higher level of agreement with some other 
statements, but still by a small minority, less than 20%. 
Thus, 14% agree that “Jewish people talk about the 
Holocaust just to further their political agenda”, 17% 
agree that “compared to other groups, Jewish people 
have too much power in the media,” and 18% agree that 
“Australian Jewish people chase money more than other 
Australian people”. 

Open to Jewish friends 
Disagree

Trust in business 
Disagree

Loyalty to Australia 
Disagree

Talk about Holocaust for political gain 
Agree

Too much media power 
Agree

Chase money 
Agree

3%

8%

10%

14%

17%

18%

FIGURE 1: NEGATIVE RESPONSE, JUDEOPHOBIC QUESTIONS

The Generalised Antisemitism 
Scale

The focus for this analysis is the questions that comprise 
the Generalised Antisemitism Scale (GeAS), devised by 
Dr Daniel Allington of King’s College London, Dr David 
Hirsh of Goldsmiths and Louise Katz of the University 
of Derby, in conjunction with the UK charity Campaign 
Against Antisemitism.

The GeAS scale comprises six questions related to 
Judeophobic antisemitism and six related to anti-Zionism.
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Anti-Zionist questions

There are six statements in the GeAS scale relating 
to Israel: its right to exist as a homeland for the Jewish 
people, to defend itself, the attitude to those who 
support Israel, the impact of Israel and its supporters on 
Australia’s democracy, on the media, and treatment of 
Palestinians. Two findings are highlighted in the following 
discussion.

First, the large proportion of respondents provide a 
noncommittal or “don’t know” response; for four of the 
six questions, they comprise 40% or more. This level is 
close to the proportion at 45% who when asked “How 
interested are you in the Middle East and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?” indicated “not at all interested” 
(21%) or “a little bit interested” (24%), compared to those 
who indicated “somewhat interested” (27%) or “very 
interested” (22%).

Second, negative response is higher than for the six 
Judeophobic statements; it averages 16.7% (compared 
to 11.7%). It is in the range 6%-7% for two questions, 
16%-20% for three questions, and at 33% for the sixth 
question.

Only a small minority (6%-7%) “strongly disagree” 
or “disagree” with Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish 
homeland and with the right of Israel to defend 
itself. The years of conflict has not led to widespread 
delegitimisation of Israel, but it has led to more 
uncertainty, indicated by those providing a non-
committal response.

Negative response in the range 16%-20% is obtained 
for the statement that “I am comfortable spending time 
with defenders of Israel”, for the impact of Israel and 
its supporters on Australia’s democracy, and for their 
supposed control of the Australian media. 

Only for one question, directly concerned with the 
treatment of Palestinians, do more respondents 
agree than disagree: 33% agree that “Israel treats 
the Palestinians like Nazis treated the Jews”, 22% 
disagree, but by far the largest proportion, 45%, are 
noncommittal. 

In addition to these findings on the overall distribution of 
attitudes, the extent of variation within segments of the 
population is an important consideration. For a number 
of questions, substantial variation is a feature of findings 
when responses are analysed by age and political 
alignment, particularly those questions related to Israel. 
There findings will be discussed in a separate report. 

Right to exist 
Disagree

Right to defend 
Disagree

Comfortable with supporters of Israel 
Disagree

Media control 
Agree

Bad influence 
Agree

Like the Nazis treated the Jews 
Agree
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7%

16%

18%

20%

33%

FIGURE 2: NEGATIVE RESPONSE, ANTI-ZIONIST QUESTIONS

TABLE 1: ANTI-ZIONIST QUESTIONS

AGREE DISAGREE NEITHER AGREE 
NOR DISAGREE, 
PREFER NOT TO 
SAY, DON’T KNOW

Israel has a right to exist as a 
homeland for the Jewish people

60% 6% 34%

Israel is right to defend itself against 
those who want to destroy it

63% 7% 29%

I am comfortable spending time with 
people who openly support Israel

41% 16% 40%

Israel can get away with anything 
because its supporters control the 
media

18% 34% 48%

Israel and its supporters are a bad 
influence on our democracy

20% 30% 49%

Israel treats the Palestinians like the 
Nazis treated the Jews

33% 22% 45%


